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Annual Meeting of the Parish 

 

January 27, 2019 
Minutes 

 

 

Opening 

The meeting began at 12:04 pm with a song led by Fr. Martin Elfert. 

Minutes of the 2018 Annual Meeting 

Steve Lovett, Sr. Warden asked for any corrections or comments from last year’s Annual Meeting 
Minutes. There were none, and Jim McClure moved the minutes be accepted as presented. Gary Tuck 
seconded the motion. There was no further discussion, and the motion passed. 

Report of the Vestry Nominating Committee  

Steve Lovett reported Louise Tippens headed the nominating committee, which provided this year’s 
slate of Vestry members. The proposed slate of new Vestry members to serve 3-year terms is Curt 
Germundson, who is continuing his role as treasurer, Charles McGee II, and David Waldow. Ben Snead is 
named on the slate for a 1-year term as the youth representative. (The youth representative is not 
eligible to vote on matters coming before the Vestry.) There was no discussion, and Paul Parker moved 
to accept the slate of new Vestry members; Holly Puckett seconded the motion. There was no further 
discussion, and the motion passed. 

Rector’s Report 

Martin noted he has now passed the unofficial “new guy” threshold of 3 years. He is grateful to have 
followed a beloved and effective priest, Fr. Stephen Schneider. The Vestry recently conducted a Mutual 
Ministry Review with Martin, which was beneficial, and Martin said he would continue to be the rector 
of Grace even if he were to win the lottery. It’s a place full of life and love, and he is very glad to be here. 

A thank you was given to Frank Schramling for his wonderful ministry to Grace of keeping the campus 
beautiful. 

Nancy Entrikin was thanked for her ongoing and massive gift of leading the Grace Campus Development 
Committee (GCDC), and Martin presented her with a gift. 

Steve Lovett was thanked for his leadership of the Vestry as Sr. Warden and was also presented with a 
gift. Martin added he was very fortunate to have had one amazing Sr. Warden after another, and it’s a 
big deal to him to have a collaborator who wants him to thrive. He especially appreciated Steve being 
very forthright. 

Martin, along with Sue Jensen, Phoebe MacRae, and Ami Elfert, offered additional notes of appreciation 
and thanks, which were voiced in song with a little help from Gilbert and Sullivan. Those receiving 
thanks in song included the Grace Staff, Vestry, Altar Guild, Office Staff, Youth Group, Church School, 
Friday Community Dinner volunteers, Sack Lunch Program volunteers, the GCDC, and Choir. 

 

Financial Report and Presentation of the 2019 Budget 

Curt Germundson reported the Parish is in good financial shape, and most of the budgeted numbers 
have been hit successfully throughout the year. He gave credit to Jackie Thomas in the office for getting 
financial items in the right buckets. In the coming months, he will be examining restricted funds more 
closely with Jackie to determine their status. He noted the financial report is the equivalent of a profit 
and loss statement. The new budget was reviewed last weekend and minor changes were made to the 
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report.  These include cost of living adjustments for the staff as well as a retirement line item for Jackie. 
There was a question from the floor regarding the Diocesan Parish Assessment (DPA). Curt noted the 
DPA is based on revenue submitted, so it’s very important to provide the Diocese with correct 
information. The Diocese determines the DPA after receiving the revenue report. Curt can’t predict how 
much the new DPA will be. There was no further discussion, and Cathy Gibson moved to receive the 
financial report as presented. Debbie McDuffee seconded the motion. There was no additional 
discussion, and the motion passed. 

Acceptance of Reports as Printed 

Martin asked for the acceptance of the reports as printed in The Annual Report and noted with all the 
activity at Grace the Parish functions more as a cathedral than as a parish church. He added Grace is a 
gift to the community. There were no questions or discussion, and Steve Lovett moved to accept the 
reports as printed; Sally Fraser seconded the motion. There was no discussion, and the motion passed. 

Recognitions 

Martin said the Hale McMahon Award recipient could not be present, and the award will be presented 
at another time. 

The Angeline Berry Award has 2 recipients this year. Mariann Koop-McMahon aided in describing the 
recipients who between them have served as Jr. and Sr. Wardens, and have acted as volunteers in many 
ways including the Grace Auction. She added they are pillars of the community, great problem solvers, 
and, additionally, they are kind people. Martin then announced the recipients as Kelly and Dave 
Goodrich. Both expressed their thanks and said they will still attend Grace periodically despite their 
move to Arizona. 

Martin thanked the Altar Guild for the wonderful Silver Tea today and also thanked those who help 
provide coffee hour treats each Sunday. 

Other Business 

Martin was very pleased to announce the incoming Sr. Warden for 2019 is Andrew Eshleman. 

A slide show with musical accompaniment was presented with scenes from the past year at Grace. 

Trivia Questions 

The ever-popular trivia quiz was presented by Martin and enjoyed by all participants. 

Blessing and Adjournment 

Following a closing prayer by Martin, Steve Lovett moved to adjourn the meeting, and Paul Parker 
seconded the motion. There was no discussion, and the meeting adjourned at 12:50 pm. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Alicia Perkins Lehrle 
Clerk to the Vestry 
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Rector’s Report 
 

For everything there is a season, says the ancient author whose name is also the title of his book: 
Ecclesiastes. For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven. 
 
We encountered all of these seasons this past year at Grace. 
 
A time to be born, and a time to die. 
 
This was the year that Jennifer Yeast legally adopted Xavier and Genevieve, an occasion that we 
celebrated with music and prayer and cake. It was the year that other members of our community 
struggled with infertility – a grief that, in our culture, is largely silent and lonely. And it was the year that 
we buried our beloved friends Betty Smith, Hale McMahon, and Ann Schneider. 
 
A time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted. 
 
This was the year that we got a grant from the Diocese to partially fund calling Jeanne Kaliszewski as our 
Curate and in which we all stepped up to raise the remainder of her first year’s salary. And therefore, it 
was the year that Jeanne joined us, bringing huge energy and faith into our community. 
 
A time to break down, and a time to build up. 
 
This was the year that, as our discernment around campus development continued, we remembered 
that a decision can be both good and sorrowful. In particular, with our architect Brian Carleton’s help, 
we encountered the reality that the best, fullest, and most Gospel-oriented use of Grace’s block will 
likely mean replacing our parish hall, a building that has decades of happy memories soaked into its 
walls.1 
 
A time to weep, and a time to laugh. 
 
This was the year that, for those of us who serve as board members or staff members or volunteers at 
Grace Institute, we encountered conflict and loss. And it was the year that we grew from our hurt and 
that our Art Camp, once again, told stories of joy and possibility. The storyteller, in the Haitian tradition, 
called out Krik? And we all replied Krak!2 
 
A time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together. 
 
This was the year that the roof on the sacristy failed in the most spectacular fashion, so that water 
actually flowed in through the window. (Thanks to the funds that we have saved in our maintenance 
reserve couples with the work of Nancy Entrikin, we got everything fixed.) And it was the year that, 
under Frank Schramling’s leadership and with Daniel Kohler’s help, our grounds continued to sing God’s 
glory. 
 
A time to seek, and a time to lose. 
 
This is the year when we had the joy of formally welcoming 22 new members into or beloved 
community (we informally welcomed still more). And it was the year when we had the sadness of other 
members moving away from Portland or discerning that God is calling them to worship elsewhere, at 
least for a while. 
 
A time to keep, and a time to throw away. 
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This was the year when we retired our longtime nametags. And it was the year when, under the 
leadership of Elyssa de la Cruz, Curt Germundson, and others, we rolled out new nametags. As a 
consequence, this was the year when we (sometimes haltingly) begin to hear our names spoken as we 
received the Body of Christ. 
 
A time to keep silence, and a time to speak. 
 
This was the year that silence and stillness became well and truly woven into our shared worship. And it 
was the year that we continued to enjoy the gift of extraordinary preaching from Corbet, Dick, Suzy, 
Robb, Holly, Bob, Anne, Jeanne, and still others. 
 
Those of you who know Ecclesiastes will know that this is not a complete list, that there are verses 
missing. And those of you who know Grace will know that this is by no means the whole story of 2019. 
There is always more to tell. But in the name of space and in the name of saving some of the story for 
later, I’m going to stop here. Besides, adding more would only further confirm what we already know: 
this was the year that, however imperfectly, we followed Jesus and we served neighbor and we did our 
best to love. 
 
It is an uncommon privilege to be your rector. I am so grateful to share in this hard and messy and 
beautiful work with you. 

Respectfully submitted, 
The Rev. Martin Elfert 
 

1 Please see the report by Andrew Eshleman, our Senior Warden, for more. 
2 Please see the report by Sharon Loomis-Malin, Grace Institute’s Executive Director, for more. 
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Curate’s Report 
 
My first 6 months as Grace Memorial’s curate have been a whirlwind of getting settled and getting 
started. I am deeply grateful for the welcome I have received and the opportunity to learn and grow in 
my vocation.  
 

I have structured my report around 4 aspects of our life together: Prayer & Worship, Study & Learning, 
Life in Community, and Action. 
 

Prayer and Worship 
There is such beautiful energy to Sunday morning worship at Grace, from the faithful worshippers at 8 
am with whom I have developed a deeper appreciation of the mystical beauty of our Rite 1 Eucharistic 
prayer, to the enthusiastic singing and open and vulnerable prayers and thanksgivings offered at the 10 
am service.  
 

I have loved leading the monthly Eucharist with a faithful group of folks at Holladay Park Plaza, getting 
to bless a whole bunch of animals on the feast of St. Francis, growing in my preaching, learning new 
Eucharistic Prayers (thank you Anglican Church of Canada), ‘celebrating’ my first wedding during the 
nativity pageant, censing the altar on Christmas Eve, and chalking Grace’s doors to celebrate Epiphany.  
 

Study and Learning 
A couple of months ago at Holy Hangouts, those in attendance shared some of their favorite non-Biblical 
sacred texts and I have an even longer reading list than I had before. I have enjoyed collaborating with 
Martin in planning the catechumenate and brainstorming ideas for offering a Lenten book study and a 
midweek women’s book group. I also look forward to the return of the Grace Women’s Retreat in the 
late Spring in which we will explore the lives and teachings of female mystics. 
 

Life in Community 
What a privilege it is to spend time in prayer and fellowship with people of Grace. I have spent some of 
these 6 months in prayer and communion in people’s homes, at hospital bedsides, and in memory care 
facilities.  
 

Grace is a community that eats well! Coffee hour is always a delight, and I have shared many a delicious 
bowl of soup with parishioners during mid-week gatherings. I have made grilled cheese sandwiches with 
the youth group and learned that you can (and perhaps should) use mayonnaise rather than butter in 
grilling them up. I ate hot dogs and ice cream sundaes with our neighbors during our first annual block 
party. 
 

And we have gotten to know each other better. I have had many a lovely coffee date with long term 
members and folks visiting for the first time. I also appreciate the support and enthusiasm around the 
relaunch of Grace’s name tags and look forward to finding more ways to welcome and engage folks at 
our church.  
 

Action 
I have marched with Grace congregants in a vigil to protest child detentions at the border and to call 
attention to the crisis of climate change. I have served meals with the dedicated and faithful folks of the 
Friday night dinner crew. As a clergy representative of this community I have attended public meetings 
and rallies. And I have learned so much about Grace’s Gospel vision by participating in the Grace 
Commons development project. 
 

Thank you all for calling me here, I could not be more grateful. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jeanne Kaliszewski, Curate 
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Recommendation for New Vestry Members – January 2020 
 

  
Nomination Process 
The 2020 slate for the Vestry and Diocesan Convention comes after several months of work by the 
Nominating Committee.  
 

The committee consists of two current Vestry members, two parish members who currently are not on 
the Vestry, and the Rector. Outreach began in the fall through announcements encouraging people to 
apply. These were made in church, in the Grace Notes, in the Sunday bulletin, and in person. 
 

Each interested person completed a short application indicating why they want to serve and what skills 
and background they can offer.  
 

As a result of this process, the Nominating Committee recommended to the following Slates to the 
Vestry. The Vestry approved the proposed slates, which will be voted on by the full parish at the Annual 
Meeting. 

Recommendation 

The Vestry recommends that the following parish members be elected to the Vestry by the 
Congregation: 

• Holly Puckett (3 year term) 

• Daniel Jones (3 year term) 

• Kevin Walsh (3 year term) 

• Roosevelt Carter (3 year term) 

• Katy Unbehaun (2 year term) 

Candidate Information 

 
Holly Puckett 
I care deeply about Grace and serving God and God’s  people, and feel like 
the Vestry is a place where I can continue to do that. I also feel that I have 
skills and experience that could be useful to the vestry. I also volunteer in 
lots of lay person roles around church so I can offer perspective from 
several different groups when that is helpful. I have a good understanding of 
nonprofit rules and laws on the local, statewide, and national level; systems 
for small business, including best practices for human resources, 
accounting, and donation management. 
 
 
 

Daniel Jones 

I'm interested in the vestry because of my lifetime of Christian experience. I 
am particularly interested in the Vestry at Grace, because I believe that our 
Church has a critically important role in the life and future of the City of 
Portland. Personally, I believe in: the ecumenical Church, the importance of 
our Anglican Church tradition, the Holy scriptures, logic, and the exercise of 
reason for everyone. As a church, it is Christlike to be sensitive to the changes 
in society and have an awareness to embrace all people in their stage of life. 
Background in business, finance, organizational structure, internet marketing, 
and procedural documentation. 
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Kevin Walsh 
When I was asked to join the Vestry, I looked at this as an invitation from 
God. It is an opportunity and I would be happy to serve. I sang at Trinity 
Cathedral for 30 years, where my husband John was Canon Musician for 
38 years. I was not able to be considered as a Chapter member as a result 
of being partnered to a staff member.  
We have been coming to Grace since 2011. John and I were married at 
Grace by Fr. Steven Schneider and Mother Esme Jo Culver on Monday 
September 8, 2014.  I manage a $500,000 Recording Department Budget, 
multiple and concurrent recording projects in Portland and across the 
United States, South America and England. I am adaptable, a good listener, 
and well-liked by those with whom I have worked.  
I am a professional musician and have performed as soloist and in 

ensemble throughout Oregon in concerts, liturgical celebrations, and Church/Cathedral performances. I 
have sung for countless weddings and funerals for the past 45 plus years. I have a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Music Education from Portland State University and a Master’s Degree in Church Music from University 
of Portland. I was a seminarian for the Archdiocese of Portland for three years. In 1993 I was received 
into the Episcopal Church at Trinity Cathedral. 
 
 

Roosevelt Carter 
I genuinely appreciate the spiritual home I have come to know at Grace 
and realize it is time for me to use whatever talents and abilities I have to 
serve. My background includes: Budget and Finance Management at 
Metro; Project management and Housing Development Coordinator for 
the City of Milwaukie; and Operations and Airport Manager for the Port of 
Portland. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Katy Unbehaun 
I am interested in serving on the Vestry to become more connected to 
and active in the Grace Community. I am excited to be part of the 
organizing body that leads Grace in the present and makes decisions that 
affect our future. I will bring my skills as a corporate attorney (analytical, 
research, listening, mediation) and my ability to get along with anyone. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Louise Tippens, Vestry Member and Chair of the Nominating Committee 

Nominating Committee Members: 
Louise Tippens, chair, Charles McGee, Connie Sullivan, Daniel Jones, and Fr. Martin 
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Convention Delegates 
 

Charles A. McGee II 
I fled the Liberian Civil War and joined my brother, James Skirving Smith, at 
Grace Memorial in 1991. I was later reunited with my family. I hold a B.Sc. 
in Political Science, B.A. in Secondary Education, M.Ed. in Educational 
Administration, Diploma in Criminal Justice Administration, and am a 
graduate of the College for Congregational Development. 
 
Here at Grace, I am the Verger and have served on several committees and 
multiple times on the Vestry in the capacity of clerk. Cecelia and I have five 
children and eight grandchildren. 
 

 
 

Robin Gault 
I moved to Portland from Tallahassee, Florida, in June 2013 following the 
death of my husband, and joined Grace Memorial shortly after I arrived 
here. I have been an Episcopalian since college, and I was an active member 
of my Florida church for 30 years.  At Grace Memorial I have participated in 
Benedictine Way, the Catechumenate, and the 2017 Auction Committee, 
and I was a delegate to diocesan convention in 2019.  I have been very 
impressed with the enthusiasm and sense of mission here at Grace 
Memorial ever since I arrived, and I look forward to serving you. 

 
 

Holly Puckett 
Please see Holly’s bio under Vestry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Christine Joy Swanson 
I am a born and raised Oregonian, with a great love for the arts and the 
outdoors. I am a full-time artist and painting teacher, working primarily in 
oil and watercolor paints. I hold a Bachelor of Fine Arts from George Fox 
University (2014), and my art has led me to travel over 15 countries. My 
other passions include music, hiking, and environmental restoration and 
awareness 
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From the Senior Warden 

 

I am pleased to report on the work of this very gifted and dedicated Vestry. We met every month from 
January 2019 through January 2020, except for July (due to vacation schedules).  What follows is a 
summary of our work this year.  For more detail, please consult the minutes from Vestry meetings, 
which are regularly posted on Grace’s website and on the bulletin board outside the church office.  
 
Campus Development:  
For several years now, Grace has been exploring how our campus might be redeveloped to enhance our 
mission in coordination with our partners, Grace Institute and PHAME.  For notes on the history of that 
exploration, see “Campus Development Information” under the “Learn” tab on the Grace website 
(password = “Go2Grace”).  This year, we took big steps in further defining our vision for a “Grace 
Commons”—a combination of programming space and affordable housing to help better meet the 
needs of our community. Here are some highlights from that work. 
 
In February, Vestry endorsed a Letter of Agreement with QUAD, Inc. (a non-profit dedicated to meeting 
the housing needs of physically disabled adults) to explore whether it could serve as the developer for 
Grace Commons. Although QUAD’s board decided in July to withdraw from consideration due to 
changes in their organizational priorities, a great deal of progress was made with their guidance in the 
intervening months: 
 

• Vestry decided that since the Grace Campus Development Committee had completed its original 
charge (to line up a potential developer), it should be suspended and that a more stream-lined 
Grace Commons Planning Group, with representatives from each stakeholder organization, 
should take up the more detailed work that lay ahead. 

• The Planning Group completed work already underway with the architectural firm, Carleton 
Hart, to produce a “Conceptual Site Design Plan Study,” which was accepted by Vestry and 
presented to the parish at a meeting in May.  

• The Conceptual Site Plan was then submitted to city planners (and made available to the 
Sullivan’s Gulch neighborhood association).  A preliminary “Early Assistance” meeting was held 
with representatives from relevant city agencies to identify possible challenges in pursuit of such 
a project. 

 
Once QUAD, Inc. withdrew from consideration as developer (though they may continue to be a partner 
in the housing component of the project), Vestry authorized the Planning Group to identify and 
interview new potential developers (with the guidance of Ross Cornelius, our consultant from Walsh 
Construction, and Brian Carleton of Carleton Hart Associates). Four developers were interviewed and in 
October, a proposal was made to Vestry that we engage Northwest Housing Alternatives (NHA). Vestry 
met with representatives from NHA (Trell Anderson, E.D., and Destin Ferdun, Director of Real Estate).  
On the basis of their closely aligned mission and values, as well as their considerable experience and 
expertise in developing affordable housing, Vestry agreed to pursue a memorandum of understanding 
that NHA serve as project developer. Since then, NHA has worked closely with the Planning Group to 
understand the history of our deliberations to date, to foster a refined understanding of our project 
aims so as to work toward more detailed architectural plans, and to begin preliminary planning on the 
sort of capital campaign that we anticipate would be required. NHA also helped us weigh whether 
purchase of the house at 1608 Halsey Street might usefully serve our campus development aims. For 
now, we have judged that it would not. 
 
Our work on this front continues in earnest. We are ever grateful to Nancy Entrikin for her persistent 
and conscientious work in support of our development goals. We are also grateful for the expert 
guidance offered to us from Ross Cornelius of Walsh Construction, who has recently stepped back from 
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an active role in order to pursue other ventures.  As Fr. Martin once said, without him, we may never 
have been more than a group of parish members dreaming in the church basement. 
 
Endorsing New Ministerial Roles 
In February, Vestry enthusiastically affirmed the recommendation of Holly Puckett’s discernment 
committee that she pursue the vocational diaconate (i.e., training to be a deacon without also seeking 
ordination as a priest).  We are fortunate to enjoy her continued presence and service to Grace as she 
pursues this new path of service to the wider church.  
 
With the generous aid of both the diocese and the parish, we were also able to add Jeanne Kaliszewski 
as a curate associate priest this summer.  Jeanne’s contributions to Grace have quickly proved wide-
ranging. In particular, she has provided distinctive leadership in coordination with Vestry on the 
welcoming aspect of our ministry and the incorporation of new members into our communal life. 
 
Grace Community Center Auction 
Once again under the Vestry leadership of Philip Koop (with the aid of Marianne Koop-McMahon and 
Kristin Koop), Grace held a very successful Haitian Kanaval-themed auction, grossing over $40,000 to aid 
the ministries of Grace. 
 
Fostering a Healthy Supportive Vestry 
In addition to engagement with the substantive issues summarized above, we have continued to focus 
on enhancing those skills (e.g., in communication), patterns of collaborative work, and organizational 
structures that will sustain the health of our Vestry and thereby most effectively enable it to support the 
ongoing mission of Grace Episcopal Memorial Church. Thank you for your support, and please 
remember that you are always welcome to seek us out individually and/or join us for our meetings (and 
a lovely dinner!) anytime on the third Tuesday of each month at 6 PM. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Andrew Eshleman 
Senior Warden 
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Treasurer’s Report 

 
For the year ended December 31, 2019 
To the Congregation: 
It was my pleasure serving you throughout the year as Treasurer. Here are some of the financial related 
highlights for the past year: 
 
● Identified an anonymous unrestricted donation to the church investment account from February 2018 
of $50,151.18. That amount has been added to the parish balance sheet but is not reflected in the 
current year's donations. We elected not to restate the prior year reports. 
 
● Successfully upgraded our pledge and donor management software. 
● Successfully upgraded our accounting system. 
● Experienced an overwhelming positive financial response to adding a curate to the staff. 
● Continued to run strong financially successful events to support our programs. 
● Generated strong returns on our reserve funds. 
 
To recap the year we stayed on budget and we were agile and good stewards by adding expenses but 
ensuring they were covered with funding. Much credit to the clergy, office staff and vestry who care and 
stay focused on fiscal responsibilities. 
 
In 2020 you will see reflected in the budget a 2% increase in staff wages, an increase in the rectors 
health benefit and a full year of the associate rectors related expenses. Also in the budget are some new 
line items for campus development, an increase in utilities to prepare for Air Conditioning in the Parish 
and some other various small adjustments. We have also made an attempt to create some transparency 
to the restricted gifts we receive and how they are applied to the general operations. 
 
We would also be remiss if we did not express our gratitude and thanks to all of the many folks who 
volunteer their time, talent and in kind gifts which are not expressed in the financial reports. The sack 
lunch program, Friday feed, coffee hour and groundskeeping just to name a few. We are so grateful for 
your dedication to Grace Memorial. 
 
And last but not least, an enormous thanks to Jackie Thomas our Office Manager. She is a joy to work 
with, never complains, is conscientious about her work and even helps me remember dates, and 
projects. Thank you Jackie! 
 
  Respectfully submitted, 

Curt R. Germundson, Treasurer 
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From the Junior Warden 
 

Completed  
1. Freezer broken – addressed via email from Jackie on May 7 – repaired on May 24th for $445. 

2. Alter Guild ‘Sanctuary Floors in Need of Deep Cleaning’ – Carol Snead brought up this item via 

email to myself and Father Martin on 8/5.  Stanley Steamer completed work for under $500 on 

8/19. 

3. Mason Burnham Carpet replacement – Father Martin asked via email on 5/23 for approval from 

Vestry for funds to help replace the carpet – Vestry approved via email vote on 5/25 for up to 

$1000. Carpet was installed on June 11.  

4. Grace institute ‘two small tasks’ -  screen/ privacy window at bathrooms – Rick has fixed and 

resolved  

5. Alter Guild ‘Sanctuary Floors in Need of Deep Cleaning’ – Carol Snead brought up this item via 

email to myself and Father Martin on 8/5.  Stanley Steamer completed work for under $500 on 

8/19. 

6. Sacristy roof leak – Nancy has contact that has a rough estimate of $5000. More estimates/ bids 

would be ideal. Small job so difficult to get contractors to look. David will start in earnest after 

this meeting to identify/contact more firms that could provide a better estimate. Father Martin, 

Rick Malin, and David Waldow are setting up a meeting in the next week or so to address this 

issue. UPDATE 11/8/19 – Vestry approved contract with Edwards Siding LLC to repair roof leak 

– tentative start date of 11/18/19. UPDATE 12/12/19 - Repairs were completed during the 

first week of December. Roof underlayment was rotted and required replacement. Final cost 

including additional materials and labor was $9020.53. Roof leak appears fixed with no new 

leaking after recent heavy rains.  

Ongoing 
1. Grace Friday Feast  ‘Warewashing temperature memo by Sally Fraser on 4/12/19’ – $500 fix 

approved on 5/6 via email vote , but it is now going to be $1300 to $1400 according to Rick. 

Dishwasher team, as designated by F. Martin, is currently exploring alternative fixes first prior to 

committing to booster expense. A new hot water heater and piping insulation is the leading 

alternative. UPDATE 11/11/19. During a long dishwash session at Sunday coffee hour 

(11/10/19) – temperature consistently maintained at 120 deg., BUT a leak in the water tray 

was creating a mess on the floor. The seal around the bottom spinner might be leaking – 

David will follow up with Rick to see if service or in house repair is needed.  

2. Create a system for individuals who wish to assist Frank with grounds upkeep. Daniel has been 

assisting Frank (as the new Sexton) and working well with him. Could use additional volunteers. 

3. Step lighting from courtyard to breezeway is deficient due to door blocking wall mounted lights. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
David Waldow 
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Altar Guild 
 
This morning, the Altar Guild is hosting its annual Silver Tea in conjunction with the Annual Meeting of 
the Parish. We thank you for your support as this is our ministry’s primary fundraiser with proceeds 
directed to meet expenses for the essential furnishings for services at Grace Memorial including linens, 
candles, communion wafers, bread, grape juice, and wine. 
 

Each weekend, Altar Guild members serve in teams to clean and straighten the Sanctuary, and then 
prepare the necessary items for the celebration of the Eucharist. On Sunday morning, the team sets up 
for the two worship services including weekly communion in the Chapel, holidays, baptisms, weddings, 
funerals, and memorial services, assisting the clergy with any special needs. 
 

The Guild continues to care for the priest’s vestments and oversee cleaning them as needed. Co-
Directresses met regularly to plan as they prepared for the seasons of Lent, Easter, Advent, and 
Christmas, and Guild members met for a potluck in the fall. This year two new linens were purchased - 
one for the Credence table and one for the principal altar. The fair linen for the principal altar will be 
used for high holy days and was dedicated in the name of Jennie Hosken, former Altar Guild Directress. 
Altar Guild welcomed Niki Moquist this year. All of our members consider it a privilege to serve, care for 
the things that symbolize God’s love and presence, and prepare the worship space for Holy Eucharist 
services. We are looking forward to welcoming more new members in this wonderful ministry in 2020. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Alicia Cash and Nancy McCusker 
Co-Directresses 

 

Benedictine Way 
 

The Benedictine Way at Grace offers an opportunity to deepen our understanding of how ordinary 
citizens can live life beyond a superficial existence without sacrificing their moral compass.  Our study 
group learns from a spiritual guidance model written 1500 years ago, a powerful piece of Christian 
scholarship titled, “The Rule of Saint Benedict”. Faithful Christians have followed Saint Benedict’s 
precepts for centuries and many Benedictine followers today use the same rule to guide them in our 
tumultuous times.  
 

In 2020, our Benedictine group is supplementing the “Rule of Saint Benedict” with a contemporary 
companion volume entitled, “How to Live: What the Rule of Saint Benedict Teaches Us About Happiness, 
Meaning, and Community” by noted Edward R. Murrow Award Recipient and Pulitzer Prize Finalist 
Judith Valente.  Ms. Valente is an essayist and poet who writes extensively about present day religious 
issues and Saint Benedictine’s rule.    
 

Because Saint Benedict believed in radical hospitality our group encourages new members and 
individuals who are curious about the “Rule of St. Benedict” to join us every Thursday morning from 
11:15 AM to 12:15 PM to participate in a spirited discussion about how to apply “ The Rule ” to our own 
lives.  All are welcome! 
 

Lastly, Mariann & I want to thank all our members for their wisdom and perseverance in making “The 
Benedictine Way” a great success in 2019.  
 

        Respectfully submitted, 
Tom Krausse and Mariann Koop-McMahon,   
Co-Conveners 
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Ushers – Ministers of Hospitality 
 

 
The mission of Grace Memorial Episcopal Church, a parish for all people, is to extend God’s gracious 
love and hospitality to each other and to the community.   
 
By participating in the ministry of ushering in the life of Grace, ushers greet and welcome people to our 
service remembering the words of the Gospel, “I was a stranger, and you welcomed me.” (Matthew 
25:35) 
 
Hospitality is a vital element in creating a sense of community for worship.  We value people by greeting 
them, encouraging them to share in our service, our coffee hour and enter into our community.  The 
climate of welcome and hospitable worship is shared throughout Grace’s congregation. 
 
Ushers welcome all comers to be seated for the service and provide bulletins so all can comfortably follow 
and participate in the service.  The ushers present the elements of bread and wine, then help the 
congregation go forward to participate in the Holy Eucharist which brings us into the presence of Christ 
and into the presence of Christ in one another.   
 
Ushers gather the collection and present this offering of the people in the name of the congregation. 
 
The ushers rotate, serving as their schedules permit.  We welcome newcomers to the team and can pair 
you with an experienced usher to facilitate becoming familiar with the routine.  If you are interested in this 
ministry or have questions, please contact Sally Fraser (503 281 6027) or leave your name and contact 
information at the office, letting them know you have questions about being an usher or would like to 
serve. 
  

Respectfully submitted, 
Sally Fraser  

 
Church School 

 
 
Since becoming the Church School Coordinator and Teacher in the Fall of 2015, I have endeavored to 
make Church School a welcoming, safe and creative learning environment, focusing on art, story and 
stewardship. I would like to give my appreciation and many thanks to Peyton Snead, Elyssa de la Cruz, 
Fr. Martin, and Mariann Koop-McMahon for their help and continued support in 2019. I would also like 
to thank Grace Institute for lending tools and providing supplies for many art projects. 
 
As we gather around our mini-altar in the Mason Burnham Room each Sunday morning, we take turns 
lighting a candle, ringing a bell and reading a prayer. Our ritual has evolved this year to include a journal 
prompt on which to focus as children arrive. The journal prompt is a question relevant to the Sunday 
lesson or season, to which children may react in writing or drawing. Each Church Schooler and volunteer 
receives their own journal that we keep for them at Grace. 
 
Most of the projects and lessons were taught by me this past year, as in previous years. To change 
things up this past year, I have incorporated more Lessons and materials from the Godly Play Curriculum 
that we have a Grace. With some more encouragement, I hope that more parishioners will offer to lead 
and help Church School because it remains difficult to find volunteers. Regular volunteers are important 
to Church School so children may find comfort in friendly faces each time they arrive. 
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Attendance at Church School remains unpredictable, and may have decreased slightly this year due to 
busy and aging children. I have continued to invite youth to join and lead by example, assist younger 
children, and earn volunteer hours much like a CIT (Counselor-in-Training) would at Grace Art Camp. 
 
Here are descriptions of our more notable projects this past year: 
 
Epiphany, 2019 
 
Mariann Koop-McMahon taught Church Schoolers about the Wedding at Cana Gospel story and why 
Jesus turns water into wine! She also explained Jewish wedding traditions and the importance of 
hospitality in Jesus' culture. The discussion led us to how we can be hospitable in our own lives and at 
Grace. Then we made water into punch (instead of wine) together for Coffee Hour. 
 
I read 'The Clown of God' by Tomie dePaola. It is a re-telling of the French legend of a little juggler who 
offers the gift of his talent and the miracle that occurs. In light of Epiphany, we then discussed what 
talents and gifts we might give to God and His people. 
 
Over the course of a couple Sundays, Church School had a special opportunity to collaborate on a work 
of art for an exhibit of the Stations of the Cross by Grace artist parishioners. First we learned about The 
Passion and Station III: Jesus falls for the first time. I led a productive guided brainstorming session on 
what our art piece should look like and what parts of the story felt most important to show. This led us 
to focus on specific feelings and symbols to paint in watercolor. I then led us in meditative individual 
paintings on a specific word or image that could be interpreted in washes of color or textural marks. I 
composed the Church Schooler’s paintings together to make one great piece of beautiful artwork. It is 
now hanging outside the nursery. 
 
Lent 
 
We made Easter cards for home-bound parishioners of Grace. This is one of my favorite art-stewardship 
projects, because we remind ourselves of the important Lenten practice of caring for those that are 
sometimes easily forgotten. 
 
Teaching from a Godly Play Lesson, we learned the folk story behind the tradition of Ukrainian eggs 
(Jesus is in it!) and then decorated our own Ukrainian-inspired eggs to share and remind others of Jesus' 
crucifixion and resurrection. We looked at the meaning of traditional design elements and use fine pens 
to decorate paper mache eggs. 
 
Easter 
 
I taught the Good Shepherd story and why God is like Our Shepherd, and we His sheep. Then Mariann 
Koop-McMahon led us in making mama sheep and little lamb figures in celebration of Mother's Day. 
Baalleluia! 
 
Pentecost 
 
I read "The Old Man" by Sarah V. and illustrated by Claude K. Dubois, an eye-opening book that shows 
the hardships of living homeless on the streets. After teaching the Gospel of Jesus' new commandment 
to love one another, we discussed how the protagonist, an older homeless man, encounters love 
throughout the book. Then we had a productive discussion about how we can love one another, 
especially the homeless/financially insecure in our own community. Together, we came up with an 
awesome stewardship plan! Then Church School and Youth Group teamed up to organize and collect 
items for a Summer Care Package Drive to accompany the Sack Lunches this past summer. We received 
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many donations, thanks to our Grace community, of sunblock, bandages, sunglasses, reusable water 
bottles, sun hats and visors. I heard from the from volunteers of the Sack Lunch Ministry that the 
recipients loved it! 
  
For the last Church School of the 2018-19 school year, we celebrated with what is now a spring Church 
School tradition with Frank Schramling, Grace's saintly groundskeeper. He led us in planting flowers for 
the cutting garden outside. The Altar Guild is able to use these flowers for the Altar on Sundays. It's 
stewardship for Grace and the Earth! 
 
Pentecost - Fall 
 
I began the 2019-2020 school year by reading "Maybe God is Like That Too" by Jennifer Grant, a story 
about how "when a young boy wonders where to find God in his city, his grandma reminds him that he 
just needs to know where to look. It turns out God's Spirit is at work all around him." Then we decorated 
our own Church School journals using mod podge and decorative paper to use for the rest of the 
academic year. 
 
In honor of Grace Art Camp Sunday and after reading a short tale of St. Francis of Assisi involving a 
woven garment, we wove colorful paper strips together to create crosses. 
  
Mariann Koop-McMahon taught us, using the hymn A Mighty Fortress is our God as our jumping off 
point, how one form of praising and thanking God is to name the ways that God helps us feel safe and 
keeps us safe. Over two weeks we discussed these ways, and then made our own symbolic “safe places” 
-- small fortresses. Each Church Schooler wrote or drew on the inside what makes them feel safe and 
then we painted the outside. These fortresses were from Grace’s office recycling - a hard packaging 
material that encases ink toner for printers and just so happens to look like a fortress! 
 
Parishioner Avril Johnson led us in making sack lunches for Grace's Sack Lunch Ministry. To help feed the 
hungry through one of Grace's most important outreach ministries! 
 
I taught from Godly Play's Lesson: The Circle of the Church Year. Church Schoolers learned about the 
seasons of the Liturgical Year using a cool wooden “seasonal clock” with pieces for each Sunday and 
Season of the Liturgical Year. 
 
For Christ the King Sunday, I read "The Yellow Star: The Legend of King Christian X of Denmark" by 
Carmen Agra Deedy and illustrated by Henri Sørensen. This powerful tale from WWII inspires hope and 
heroic action in any time of unjust segregation, deportation, confinement, internment or worse. We 
learned a lot together about King Christian X of Denmark, WWII and what Christ the King means to us 
today in modern times. 
 
Advent 
 
I read “The Miracle of St. Nicholas” by Gloria Whelan, a story about St. Nicholas, Bishop of Myra in 
honor of his feast day. We also lighted our advent wreath and discussed what the season of Advent 
means. 
 

Respectfully Submitted in Peace + Gratitude, 
       Kristin Koop 

Church School Coordinator 
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Grace Youth Group 
 
One more fantastic year is in the books for the Grace Memorial Episcopal Youth Group! Every week we 
shared a meal and then enjoyed some kind of program, whether that be a very unstructured evening of 
conversation, a service project, or an outing near the church. A highlight of the youth group experience 
is spending meaningful time with one another and talking about our weeks - both the good and the bad.  
  
Although this is not a complete list, we participated in the life of the church by  

• serving in the rotation of the Prayers of the People and individually doing the prayers, serving as 
lectors, acolytes, torch bearers, caregiver assistants in the children's church and the nursery, and 
planning and executing special programming as needed.  

• decorating the altar for Dia de los Muertos;  
• hiding Easter eggs for the younger children to discover around the parish on Easter Morning; 
• undertaking small carpentry, audiovisual/security and upkeep projects under the direction and 

supervision of Father Martin Elfert;  
• singing, dancing and making silly jokes (which everyone knows are all essential functions in the 

community life of Grace!);  
• helping make a cardboard representation of a thurible smoke to celebrate a milestone for our 

Curate Jeanne Kaliszewski;  
• coordinating the costumes, set design, script, lighting, and shepherding of the younger 

parishioners through a delightful and exciting version of our Christmas Pageant;  
• hosting the church for pancakes and karaoke on Fat Tuesday; 
• supporting the ministry of other groups in our church through showing up and being an extra set 

of hands for many events around the church, including organizing and clean up for Friday Feast, 
the Grace Auction, the Christmas Bazaar and countless other moments.  

More exciting and amazing things are on the way in the coming year. If our group had one big request, it 
would be this: we have so much fun, but we are certain we would have even more fun if there was a 
bigger crowd of teenagers that would join us. If you know a young person, aged 6th grade to 12th grade, 
we ask that you invite them to join us! We meet every Friday night from 5:00pm to 7:00pm. Email 
holly.puckett@law.ua.edu if you have any questions about Youth Group, or to let us know that you are 
aware of a young person who would like to join us soon.  
  
The most important thing we did in the past year was that through all our volunteering and work and 
play at the church, we came together regularly and supported each other and spent time with God. 
Here's a prayer that we pray each time we meet, borrowed from Numbers 6:24-26: 
  
May the Lord Bless you and keep you. 
May the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious unto you. 
May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.  
Amen. Share it with the world! 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Martin Elfert and Holly Puckett 

 
  

mailto:holly.puckett@law.ua.edu
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The Daughters of the King - Daughters of Grace 
 

(Las Flores de Jesus – The Flowers of Jesus) 
 

Wow!  What a year!  We began the year by electing new officers.  Jessica Jones is now President, Evelyn 
Meade is VP and Demetria Keck is Secretary.  In September, Jessica and Demetria represented Grace at 
the annual Daughter’s retreat in Folsom, California.  We had the pleasure of hearing our national 
president, Krisita Jackson of Florida speak, also we had the great honor of hearing Former Presiding 
Bishop Katharine Jefferts-Schori give the keynote address.  We will be traveling to Burlingame (San 
Francisco) California in August 2020 for this year’s provincial retreat. 
 

We are studying the book of Matthew this year and have arranged two local daytrips for the Daughters 
for a bit of fun in the sun and or rain.   
 

At our annual Christmas luncheon, each Daughter received a sapphire and crystal watch as a gift. 
 

We also have welcomed a new Daughter at Large, Nicki, who joins us from California.   
 

Will be hosting coffee hour in April and August and look forward to seeing everyone there!  We are also 
the Easter bunny’s very proud assistants and we will again be providing the goody bags for the Easter 
Egg Hunt (See Holly for details).  The Daughters are also now doing the correspondence with Grace’s 
homebound members.  If you wish someone added to this list, please contact me below. 
If you have any questions about the Daughters please contact Jessica at dokprov8@gmail.com 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jessica Jones 

 
 

Holy Land Ministry 
 

The Holy Land Ministry presented “How are the Children?” (HATC?) curriculum to thirty-one Grace 
parishioners.  It was well received — reaching many church members, who were unaware of the 
treatment of Palestinian children living under occupation.  Following Grace’s presentation, Deacon 
Marla McGarry-Lawrence and Jo Bronson were invited to Central Lutheran Church to present “HATC?” 
and lead a discussion to their parishioners.   
 

The Holy Land Ministry book study group met for four weeks to read and inwardly digest  Elia Chacour’s 
book, “Blood Brothers”.  Fifteen parishioners had a lively discussion facilitated by Fr. Dick Toll and Deb 
Pratt.  
 

Fr. Corbet Clark gave a presentation on his trip to the Holy Lands.  He shared his experiences and 
impressions as he visited the religious sites in Israel and Palestine. 
 

In June, Grace was host to over sixty people from the Portland area for the showing of the film “1948”.  
The movie gave the historical events that led up to the present day political situation and occupation.   
 

Grace hosted a show of the film “Imprisoning a Generation” in November.  The film was introduced by 
director and producer, Zelda Edmunds.  Over seventy-five people attended. 
 

During the Ministry Fair several parishioners indicated an interest in another pilgrimage to the Holy 
Lands. 
 

The Holy Land Ministry will be offering a presentation to explain what is happening in Bethlehem with 
the on-going military occupation. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jo Bronson 

mailto:dokprov8@gmail.com
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Women of Grace 
 

The Women of Grace, WOG, includes all women who attend Grace Memorial Episcopal Church.  We are connected 
to the Oregon Episcopal Church Women, referred to as ECW, and strongly encourage all women to attend our 
meetings and become involved in making the Women of Grace an active part of the Grace Community.  We 
continue to pay our annual dues to the ECW of Oregon so we can participate in their activities.  Jackie will post 
information about ECW events in the e-notes, like Spirituality Day, usually held in late spring.   
 

Our annual fundraising event is the Grace Holiday Art Faire & Bazaar held on the first Saturday in December.  Last 
year it was held on December 7th and included 23 artists (nine were new to the Art Fair), many of whom are from 
our own parish, Grace Art Camp, and the wider Grace Community. A portion of the artists’ sales goes directly to 
the Women of Grace account.  A high point of the bazaar is the food booth where all of the proceeds benefit 
Women of Grace.  The St. Mary’s Guild offered two beautiful quilts won by Pete Nelson and Nancy McCusker.  The 
net profit for the Women of Grace was around $5,100.   The Holiday Bazaar has been WOG’s main source of 
income since the 1940s. 

The money raised is used for church projects and activities.  The Women of Grace also makes grants to parish 
programs and other organizations.  Our budget for this is based on the amount raised each year.  These grants are 
divided into four main designations: Church, Clergy and Parish House, Service for Parishioners and Gifts to the 
Community.  In the past money has been used for remodeling the downstairs women’s restroom, new blinds in the 
community hall, supporting the organ fund, supplies for the kitchen, and other requests. 

We are excited to have Mother Jeanne join us at Grace.  There is an effort to revive the annual Women’s Retreat 
this year with Jeanne’s leadership.  In the past, WOG has provided several full and partial scholarships for the 
women’s retreat.  Watch for more information about this in the coming months. 
 

Again, we would love to have all women of Grace attend our annual meeting. Our Evaluation Luncheon (soup & 
salad provided) is scheduled for Saturday, February 1st from noon to 1:30pm (held in the Parish Hall). We discuss 
the Art Faire and decide on our annual granting. We would also appreciate feedback on how we can better serve 
the needs of all the women of Grace and ideas for new activities and fundraisers.  

 
Respectfully submitted by the Leadership Team, 
Susan Germundson, Sharon Loomis-Malin, and Connie Sullivan 

 
 

Grace Community Center Auction 
 

The Grace Community Center Auction was held September 28, 2019.  As usual, our auction theme was 
inspired by the cultural discoveries of Grace Art Camp, and both Camp and Auctiongoers explored the 
cultures of Haiti with “Kanaval – a Festive Evening in Haiti!”  Many thanks to Haitian chef Elsy Dinvil for 
our incredible and authentic Haitian Creole dinner, and to Grace Art Camp for décor! 
 

Overall the auction was a great success!  We raised a total of $40, 747.00 exceeding our goal by 
$5,747.00.  We also came in under budget by $161.00.  Funds from the auction enable us to continue to 
support our ministries and other programs held within the Grace Community Center including Grace Art 
Camp, PHAME, Friday Feast, community events, and various 12-step programs by funding building 
maintenance and offsetting other costs associated with offering space to these groups at sub-market 
rates. 
 

The auction is always a fine celebration and it demonstrates the love and generosity of our parishioners, 
partners, and friends.  On behalf of everyone who helped with the planning and success of the auction 
this year, I would like to thank all of our donors, patrons, and volunteers. Your generosity and kind 
spirits, indeed, provide light in this world. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Phillip Koop 
Mariann Koop-McMahon 
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Music at Grace 
 
I would like to extend a note of gratitude to all the musicians of Grace parish who have so loyally 
contributed their gifts of time, talent and support through music ministry for the glory of God in our 
worship services and concerts. 
 
It was another extraordinary year in many ways for Music Ministry at Grace with three major highlights. 
 
I. Renovation & Repair of The Richardson Organ: 

In February 2019, Grace Memorial contracted with the Richard Bond Organ Company to 
continue the process of the next stage in completing the original organ design with the addition 
of adding:  

•  

• 12 new 8’ Pommer pipes on the existing Pedal 

• adding and completing the Swell 8' Cromorne (56 new pipes)  
on a new electro-pneumatic windchest 

• adding a Swell 4' Principal (56 new pipes on a new electro-pneumatic windchest)  
to give greater dynamic balance between the two divisions (keyboards) of the organ (i.e. the 
Swell and the Great. 

 

After this stage is complete, the Richardson Organ will be completely finished as it was originally 
intended in the design in 1971 by Casavant Frères organbuilders. 

 

In September, the Richard Bond Organ Company informed us that the supplier of their pipework 
(Killinger Pfeifen - aka Killinger Pipework, Freiberg, Germany) was behind schedule and that they 
would not be shipping the two new ranks of pipes until late December. On January 15, we were 
informed that Killinger Pfeifen has shipped the pipework which will arrive in Portland at the end 
of January, and the Bond Organ Company will be ready to install them in late March or April. 

 
II. The Mark Bosworth Candle Aisle Pew Torches 
Twelve beautiful candle aisle pew torches were blessed and given in former choir member Mark 
Bosworth’s honor on Sunday, December 22, 2019 at the fourth annual Yule Be Merry Concert of Music & 
Poetry.  The Mark Bosworth Fund was established to provide funding for this beautiful gift to our 
worship services. All are welcomed to contribute to it.  
 

A lovely plaque was made in honor for this longtime choir member at Grace with the final inscription:  
“We continue to hold a lantern up in our hearts for Mark, wherever he may be. We hope these torches 
offer a reassuring light for all those who seek comfort and communion in these pews.”  
 

We look forward to using these beautiful torches at Christmas, Easter, weddings and other special 
occasions. Many thanks to Emmy Ageros, Sherri Vacarella, Jake Vacarella, Sibby Tower, Jeff Ewen, and 
Rev. Martin Elfert for assembling and installing the torches. 
 

III. Music at Grace Concerts & Other Special Musical Offerings: 
Sunday Feb. 24 
“Music of Love” – members of Portland Opera presented Brahm’s Liebeslieder Walzer 
Jocelyn Thomas, soprano; Hannah Penn, mezzo; Zach Lenox, baritone; Scot Crandal, tenor 
 
Sunday April 7 
A Lenten Choral Evensong 
 
Sunday May 12 
“Dreams of Love”, a Mother’s Day concert 
Anyssa Neumann, London-based pianist, on a West Coast tour 
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Friday September 13 
Byron Schenkman & Friends: “Clara Schumann Bicentennial Celebration!” 

Jesse Irons, violin; Tekla Cunningham, viola; Nathan Whittaker, cello; Byron Schenkman, 
piano 

 

Saturday September 14 
Janet See & Friends presenting “ Tapestries – Weaving Wind and String” 
 Janet See, baroque flute; Steve Lehning, viola da gamba, & Jonathan Oddie, harpsichord 

 

Sunday September 15 
Portland Piano International Rising Star: Italian pianist Gabriele Strata 

 

Saturday, November 2 
Allegria: Italian Baroque Concerti  
featuring members of the Portland Baroque Orchestra and rising stars graduated from the Early 
Music programs at Univ. of Indiana, Bloomington and Julliard, NYC.  

 

Tuesday November 12 
Portland Piano International Rising Star: Simon Karakulidi 

 

Sunday December 8 
Joe Powers, internationally renowned harmonic player & Friends in a holiday concert 

 

December 22 
Yule Be Merry! - a Concert of Music and Poetry 
The 4th annual holiday concert in December - YULE BE MERRY! -  featured Phoebe MacRae, 
soprano and members of the Portland Baroque Orchestra: Toma Iliev, violin; Annabeth Shirley, 
cello; Sue Jensen, organ/piano; Bryce Caster, violin; and special guest Kelly Bosworth (daughter 
of Mark Bosworth). The Mark Bosworth Candle Aisle Pew Torches were blessed at this event. It 
was followed by a reception hosted by Bob Zimmer featuring his delicious holiday treats and a 
Yule Log cake from the Helen Bernhard Bakery.  

 
Special thanks to our dedicated and hard-working Coventry Choir and Grace BellRingers– who joyfully 
sing and help to lead music at fifty-plus services a year. We welcomed many new members to the 
Coventry Choir this fall, and I am grateful for each new choir member and the gifts that they bring to the 
choir program through music, fellowship and faith! 
 
Many thanks to Phoebe MacRae, who we are often blessed with her beautiful soprano solos, and a 
special thank you to McLeod Sumner and Debbie McDuffee, cantors in our services. THANK YOU to 
Emmy Ageros, Jake and Sherri Vacarella, Connie Sullivan-Lovett, Cameron Denney and other members 
of the choir who dutifully organize and maintain the Choir Library. Many thanks to Alicia Lehrle (Bell 
Captain), Carol Snead, Connie Sullivan, Debbie McDuffee and other volunteers who help to ring our Petit 
& Fritsen liturgical handbells at special services. Many thanks to Bob Zimmer, caterer extraordinaire, 
who provided wonderful treats at several Music at Grace concerts. I am very grateful to Andrea Hess, 
Director of Operations at the Portland Baroque Orchestra, and Paula Benjaminson and Debbie 
McDufffee who regularly volunteer to assist in the smooth production of the Music at Grace concerts.  
 
Thank you all for your wonderful, kind and generous support in the music ministry at Grace.  
 

 
Blessings to each of you, 
Susan Jensen 
Choir Director/Organist 

 



 29 

Friday Community Dinners 
 

The Friday Feast Ministry continues to serve those in need with a safe space and warm meal 
every  Friday night from August to June. This community based ministry was started years ago by Hale 
McMahon, and today it continues with a loyal group of volunteers and ever growing crowd regular 
guests.  
 

Each Friday night, the Parish Hall opens it doors for 2 hours to anyone in need of a meal and fellowship. 
The dinners and service are provided by volunteers both from Grace Memorial and Westminster 
Presbyterian Church. 
 

In 2019, the Friday Feast served over 2,500 dinners at 40 meals. Currently, we are serving an average of 
70 meals each Friday night, and normally have enough food to offer seconds (and sometimes thirds) to 
anyone who joins us. The cooking for each meal is normally taken on by an individual or team of two 
with a budget of $200 to prepare a dinner for 85-100 guests consisting of a main dish, a side, bread, 
milk, and desert. The set up, plated dinner service, and clean up is made possible by a team of Grace 
Parishioners, Neighborhood Friends, and Grant High School Key Club members.  
 

If this sounds like something you are interested in learning more about or becoming a part of, we would 
love to tell you more. Please reach out to us at gracefridayfeast@gmail.com. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Mary and Tim Bryant 
gracefridayfeast@gmail.com 

 

Weekday Sack Lunch Ministry 
… Freely you have received; freely give. 

Matthew 10:8 

 

For well over 30 years, Grace has regularly distributed food items during the week to people coming to 
us in need.  In 2019, the Grace Sack Lunch Ministry distributed over 782 sack lunches, 391 pairs of socks 
and many hats, gloves and toiletries to homeless and low-income individuals who came to our 
door.  Our volunteers’ come from 11 AM to 1 PM on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays when most 
come to receive a lunch.   
 

The sack lunches continue to be made up of a selection of hearty and nutritious, non-perishable items 
including: pop-top cans of pork and beans, pop-top soups, pop-top stews, tuna and chicken snack boxes, 
Vienna sausages, granola bars, fruit and pudding cups, small packets of dried fruit and nuts and small 
juice cartons.  We strive to include protein, fruit, fiber and calcium in each lunch. 
 

Parishioner donations of these items and funds make the program possible. The Church School’s annual 
food labyrinth provides a supply of food for many meals and plays an important part in raising parish 
awareness of the needs of the Sack Lunch Ministry and the friends it serves.  Knit hats, gloves and 
particularly socks are critical to the health and comfort of those on the streets. Small containers of 
shampoo, soap, lotion, toothbrushes and toothpaste are welcome and distributed regularly with the 
socks, gloves and hats.  Grace’s Sunday School and Youth Group sponsored drives this summer for 
additional needed items such as sunglasses, sun lotion, water bottles and other items that were very 
well received.  Avril Johnson has worked with our youth preparing several weeks of sack lunches at a 
time to be given to our weekday lunch visitors. 
 

Many thanks to the parishioners who so generously donate food and items, to those who make up the 
sack lunches, and to those who so faithfully distribute the lunches to people who come to us in need of 
a nutritious lunch and a place of welcome. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sally Fraser and Avril Johnson 

mailto:gracefridayfeast@gmail.com
mailto:gracefridayfeast@gmail.com
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The Guild of St. Mary 
 
Working with the support of the Women of Grace (Episcopal Church Women or ECW), the Guild of St. 
Mary has gathered most Saturdays each month to sew, quilt, crochet and knit projects for outreach for 
16 years! Anyone interested in learning how to make a quilt or get into knitting/crocheting is most 
welcome to come and visit or attend one of our learning workshops. 
 
There are several components to the Guild that make it integral to the life of our parish and an example 
of the many different and creative ways we do ministry and outreach at Grace. 
 

We make quilts and blankets to give to those who need 
them.  Since 2003, we have been making quilts and blankets to 
give to Bradley Angle, a multi-service agency that provides 
shelter and related services for women, children, families and 
members of the LGBTQ communities escaping domestic 
violence. After a special blessing during the 10:00 am service on 
December 15, 2019, seventy (70!) new and unique quilts and 
blankets were presented to Bradley Angle just in time for 
Christmas. 
 

We sponsor a quilt project for Grace’s annual Grace Art Faire & Holiday Bazaar. This quilt project is a 
multi-faceted work of art involving collaboration and creative challenge. It is raffled off at the December 
Grace Art Faire & Bazaar.  In 2019, we made two smaller quilts instead of one very large one based on a 
traditional log cabin block pattern. The 2019 annual quilt(s) were inspired by “…His lightnings light up 
the world…” (Psalm 97:4a), which had been sung on a recent Sunday. The hand-guided long-arm quilting 
was completed by master quilter Pat Roche to support our overall concept. 
 
In 2019, the group also offered a smaller songbird-themed quilt designed and made by Evelyn Prater for 
the Grace Community Auction. 
 
We treasure our relationships with one another.  We find that getting together to work on outreach 
quilts, joint projects or on our own tasks in the company of others, who represent a wide range of age 
groups, is a great blessing and joy!  In 2019, we lost one of our founders, Ann Schneider, to a tragic 
accident, and we welcomed three new members!  The group meets most Saturdays in the Mason 
Burnham Room at Grace. We also gather to work on individual projects and to learn new skills.  St. 
Mary’s Guild invites interested women of all ages and skill levels to join us, and, if you are a beginner, 
we will teach you what you need to know!  It is also a very welcoming place for mothers and daughters.   
 
Another “Pray. Learn to Quilt. Laugh. Eat. Repeat. Workshop” will be announced soon! 
 
In 2019, our work was greatly assisted by donated materials.  (We do welcome donations of 100% quilt-
weight cotton fabric or 100% cotton flannel.  (It is important to note that we believe there is almost no 
such thing as ugly fabric.)  Cash donations, including a generous $500 grant from ECW, were used to 
purchase additional supplies such as thread and quilt batting, as well as backing and finishing fabrics. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mariann Koop-McMahon, Coordinator 
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Grace Campus Usage 

 
During 2019, the Grace campus continued to cultivate partnerships with many local non-profits. 
 

Four days a week from mid-January until mid-June and mid-September until mid-December, Grace 
shared its space with PHAME, Portland region’s fine and performing arts organization serving adults with 
developmental disabilities. PHAME students filled Grace with laughter and energy as they creatively 
expressed themselves through a variety of classes and workshops throughout the Grace campus while 
the PHAME staff used the Grace House as office space. 
 

The Grace campus continued its partnership with local community organizations, like Sullivan’s Gulch 
Neighborhood Association, Allegro Investment Group and the Nigerian Community in Oregon and 
Southwest Washington, and Shine Children’s Choir. We also continue to be a member of the Interfaith 
Alliance on Poverty group that meets at Grace. 
 

Twelve-step groups were also part of the Grace campus’ dynamic with Women’s AA, Al-Anon 5+, and 
Gamblers Anonymous, to name a few. 
 

Many other outside groups held meetings and events at Grace such as: Camp Blue Spruce, and several 
Multnomah County Social Worker training series. 
 

The Grace campus also continued to offer space for service and religious groups including the 
Presbyterian Prayer Group and the Service Learning Group from OES Middle School baking pies for the 
Friday Community Dinners. 
 

During 2019 the American Red Cross held two successful blood drives at Grace, and we hope to continue 
with two blood drives each year. 
 

Once again, the Grace campus hosted a wide range of organizations and 12-step meetings enriching the 
Grace environment and allowing us to continue our mission to serve the larger community. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jackie Thomas, Office Manager 
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Grace Foundation 

2019 Annual Report 
 

The Grace Memorial Episcopal Foundation (Foundation) is one of three interrelated non-profit 
corporations: Grace Memorial Episcopal Church (Grace), Grace Institute, Inc. (Grace Institute) 
and the Foundation. 
 
The Grace Vestry is the governing body of Grace parish and founder of Grace Institute and the 
Foundation. The Vestry provides continuing oversight to the missions of Grace Institute and the 
Foundation through its election of the Board of Directors of Grace Institute and the Foundation’s 
Board of Trustees. Further, the Vestry approves any changes to the Articles of Incorporation or 
the Bylaws of Grace Institute or the Foundation. The Foundation, a financial arm of Grace, 
manages a few small funds and the Watt Edwards Family Endowment given to Grace for the 
benefit of the Grace Institute Program under the terms of the agreement with the donor. 
 
In 2019, the Foundation continued working with Trillium Asset Management as our investment 
manager. As of December 31, 2019, the Foundation’s portfolio was valued at $ 1,133,814. 
The 2019 Foundation accounts increased by $25,935 over the 2018 ending balance of 
$1,107,879. 
 
During 2019, grants to Grace Institute were approved by the Trustees and distributed totaling 
$68,483.29. The Foundation grants continue to support Grace Institute including funding for 
specific projects and programs. 
 
The Trustees of the Foundation support initiatives put forward by Grace Institute which support 
these key objectives: 
 
1 Scholarships: Funding for needs based Art Camp scholarships 
2 Capacity Building: Growing the organization to support a healthy future. 
3 Diversity and equity: Reaching populations that create better diversity and equity. 
4 Special programming: Introducing unique and relevant artists and experiences to support art 
camp programming. 
 
Current Foundation Trustees are: Curt Germundson, President and Treasurer, Sally Fraser, 
Secretary, Warren Burkholder, Deb Pratt, Barbara Brecht and Rev. Martin Elfert, ex officio. 
Outgoing Trustees in 2019 were Larry Snyder, Susan Little, and Phillip Barasch 
 

Respectfully Submitted 
Curt Germundson, President 
Sally Fraser, Secretary 
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Grace Institute 

 
 

ANNUAL REPORT 2019 
 
Grace Institute’s mission is to nurture the human spirit through the arts, fostering intercultural 
appreciation and understanding in an open and inclusive community. Our signature program, Grace Art 
Camp, currently serves over 1,200 children, ages 4½-12 years, and employs over 120 seasonal youth and 
leadership counselors, professional artists, and volunteers. Grace Art Camp is dedicated to encouraging 
awareness of the world through art, culture, and story in a joyful and process-oriented environment. 
Our core values of Respect, Responsibility, Resourcefulness, and Receptivity continue to shape camp 
operations, policies, and programming. 
 
2019 Highlights include the May hiring of former Camp Director (1999 to mid-2000s), Registrar and 
most recently a Board Member, Sharon Loomis-Malin, as Executive Director.  Sharon joins the year-
round team of Operations Manager & Registrar Mariann Koop-McMahon and Business Manager Annie 
Rimmer-Weeks. Sharon will be Camp Director this coming summer and we are excited to explore the 
cultures, art, and  
 

The year continues the collaboration between Grace Institute, PHAME, and Grace Memorial Episcopal 
Church (GMEC) and how these three organizations partner in an envisioned space as part of GMEC’s 
campus redevelopment project Grace Commons. This proposed vision provides a unique opportunity for 
Grace Institute to strategize a sustainable framework for its future operations; this includes the growth 
of year-round art programming for a variety of people in the Grace Community as well as the Portland 
Metro community. 
 
Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion – Grace Institute is committed to the task of cultivating attitudes, 
perspectives, behaviors and policies that continuously promote equity, diversity, inclusion and cultural 
responsiveness within all aspects of the organization. After several years of Equity Committee hard 
work, Grace Institute now has an Equity Statement. Check out our website for all the details: 
www.grace-institute.org/about-us/equity-statement/. Below is a table showing data Grace Institute has 
collected as one way of tracking how our efforts may impact the ethnic and racial makeup of the 
campers. This is just one small aspect of our continuing work. 

 

https://grace-institute.org/about-us/equity-statement/
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Art Camp Scholarships Grace Institute is immensely appreciative of the many GMEC parish members, 
Art Camp families, the Women of Grace, and individuals who contribute to our scholarship fund. The 
need for camp scholarships continues to rise as Grace Institute partners with agencies who identify 
children for full tuition subsidies. Grace Art Camp continues to be generously supported by the Kate 
Bennison Art Camp Scholarship Fund and the GMEC Foundation. New for 2020…Grace Institute is 
pleased to announce a substantial matching fund grant from the GMEC Foundation for scholarship 
donations at the $500 or above level. This past summer over 8% of our campers received a scholarship 
award. We continue our commitment with a goal of 10% scholarship awards for this year. Thank you 
very much for your ongoing and unwavering support!  
 

 
 
The Art of Recycling Festival, – honoring November’s National Recycling Day, this fun festival was held 
on Sunday, November 17th in the GMEC Community Hall following Coffee Hour, welcoming over 200 
visitors. This Festival offered a creative space for attendees of all ages, providing a place for the Art 
Camp community, families across Portland, and parish members to come together around art and 
recycling. The festival featured music played on instruments made from recycled materials, a recycling- 
and environmentally themed puppet show, and fabulous art projects featuring recycled/ upcycled 
materials led by Art Camp and Parish artists. In 2019 we began a partnership with Agilyx, a polystyrene 
recycling facility in Tigard, to collect #6 plastics. We collected over 650 cubic feet of polystyrene! The Art 
of Recycling Festival was made possible by a grant from the GMEC Foundation. 
  
Spring Break Camp 2019 – Welcoming a full house of 79 campers in Kindergarten through Grade 6, we 
explored The Blossom Tree. The story is a traditional Indian tale of the interconnection between trees 
and those who depend on them, compassion vs greed, and how the smallest one can save everyone.  
Art studios, featuring up-cycled and reclaimed supplies, included fibre, glass, storytelling/theatre, 
culinary arts (they baked blossom-shaped tarts!), and a variety of visual art projects, including little 
books. 
 
Grace Art Camp 2019 – Krik? Krak! Stories from Haiti marked Grace Institute’s 23rd consecutive summer 

of camp! We mostly hear about Haiti due to natural disasters, poverty and protests in sensational 

headlines. However, informed by Grace Institute’s Equity work, Grace Art Camp took a different path, 

giving more than 1,200 campers a chance to see Haiti and hear from its people about its flora and fauna, 

its stories, folktales, art, music, songs, and dance.  It was joyful and bright, and altogether wonder-filled!  

Grace Art Camp ran for seven full weeks from late June through mid-August; plus, we added a 3-day 

camp during the week leading up to July 4th. 
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A grant from the GMEC Foundation contributed to Art Camp’s cultural guest artist Elsy Danvil, a local 
Portland Haitian cook sharing her Haitian experiences within a cooking studio and various all-camp 
assemblies throughout the summer. 
 
Looking forward to 2020: planning is in full swing and registration open for Spring Break Camp March 
23-25th. Story selection is finalized for Art Camp 2020 and summer hiring has begun this month. We’re 
excited to launch a scholarship fundraising campaign this February... be on the lookout for information 
about the Kindness Circle. 
 
Our continuing success is in no small way due to the talented and dedicated artists, leadership and 
counselor staff, and volunteers who enliven the Grace Art Camp community with their enthusiasm, joy 
and integrity. Our community is still mourning the tragic death of one of our founders and stalwart 
volunteers, Ann Lee Schneider. Ann was also a crucial member of this year’s Story Selection Committee 
and an incredible cultural resource for decades. Grace Art Camp is forever infused with Ann’s cultural 
integrity, compassion and graceful touch. She is sorely missed. 
 
The Grace Institute staff would like to thank the Board of Directors for their time, guidance, talent and 
support. 
 
The Grace Institute Board Officers and Members 2019: 
 
Stephen Weeks, Presidential Team 
Susan Germundson, Presidential Team 
Evelyn Prater, Presidential Team & Secretary 
Leslie Mills, Treasurer 
Alicia Cash, Past President 
Cathy Gibson 
Tracy Suzuki 
The Rev. Martin Elfert 
Elyssa de la Cruz, Vestry Liaison 
 
Two multiple-term board members have now finished their terms of service as of last month: Susan 
Germundson and Tracy Suzuki. Our long-serving President of the Board Becky Wong retired in April and 
Elyssa de la Cruz concludes her Vestry term this month and subsequently as Liaison to the Grace 
Institute Board. We are very thankful for all their service and leadership! If you are interested in serving 
on the Grace Institute Board, please speak with any board member, Executive Director or year-round 
staff member. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sharon Loomis-Malin, Executive Director & Art Camp Director 
Mariann Koop-McMahon, Operations Manager & Registrar 
Annie Rimmer-Weeks, Business Manager 
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PHAME Academy 
 
PHAME Academy continues to be grateful for our longstanding partnership with Grace Memorial 
Episcopal Church. PHAME is an arts education and performance program serving adults with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities. We have three terms a year, offering upwards of 27 classes per term all 
of which are held in Grace’s Sanctuary, Chapel and Parish Hall. Our programs run Monday through 
Thursday in the afternoons (and sometimes into the early evenings). Classes include basic arts and 
performance, including choir, dance, and musical theatre but also branch out into more unexpected 
subjects including podcasting, music history, digital photography and drumming.  We have three 
performance ensembles: our “all-comers” choir, our iPad ensemble and our auditioned rock ensemble.  
We are continually collecting feedback from our students regarding how PHAME might serve them 
better, and this feedback helps us to develop new classes and expand our offerings.  We believe in art as 
a means to build community, and therefore also offer opportunities (dances, concerts and social events) 
for our students to socialize together outside of classes.   
  
We completed our Rock Opera project with the Portland Opera in Summer of 2019, and are now 
beginning a new project with the Portland Playhouse which will be involved the creation of a new 
musical, to be performed at the Playhouse and also on tour around Oregon.  As our student body 
continues to grow, we are introducing different opportunities to engage with us that aren’t so 
dependent on space, including a field trip based “Photo Safari” class and workshops at local and regional 
community centers.  And we continue to partner with other arts organizations, including Oregon Ballet 
Theater, who teach ballet here at Grace every Monday in the Parish Hall.  
  
It has been our privilege to work with GMEC on the Grace Commons project, and we are excited about 
continuing to serve as a partner to our joint community long into the future.  As always, we are thrilled 
to continue our tenancy here at Grace.    
  
         Respectfully Submitted, 
         Jenny Stadler, 
         Executive Director, PHAME 
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Board Members 
 
 
Grace Memorial Episcopal Church Vestry: 
Andrew Eshleman, Senior Warden 
David Waldow, Junior Warden 
Alicia Lehrle, Clerk 
Curt Germundson, Treasurer 
Elyssa de la Cruz 
Cameron Denney 
Robin Gault 
Phillip Koop 
Charles A. McGee II 
Nora McLaughlin 
Ben Snead 
Peyton Snead 
Louise Tippens 
 
 
 
Grace Institute: 
Stephen Weeks, Presidential Team 
Susan Germundson, Presidential Team 
Evelyn Prater, Presidential Team & Secretary 
Leslie Mills, Treasurer 
Alicia Cash, Past President 
Cathy Gibson 
Tracy Suzuki 
The Rev. Martin Elfert 
Elyssa de la Cruz, Vestry Liaison 
 
 
Foundation Trustees: 
Larry Snyder, President 
Sally Fraser, Secretary 
Warren Burkholder 
Deb Pratt 
Barbara Brecht 
Rev. Martin Elfert 
Phillip Barasch 
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Grace Memorial Annual General Meeting Trivia 2020 
 

1. On special occasions, especially during Lent, we burn incense during the service. The device that 
holds the incense is called: 

 
(a) The SmokeMaster 2000. 
(b) The Thurible. 
(c) The Old Ball and Chain. 
(d) The Bong. 

 
2. One of the following characters comes from the Bible. The rest of them come from Star Wars. 

Which one is scriptural?  
 

(a) Barada. 
(b) Armitage Hux.  
(c) The Medium of Endor. 
(d) Jabba the Hut. 

 
3. According to scripture, God absolutely cannot stand: 
 

(a) Feet that are swift in running to evil. 
(b) Guys that are swift in running to Starbucks. 
(c) Noses that are swift in running to Kleenex. 
(d) Enya. 

 
4. The Episcopal Church is at risk of losing its not-for-profit status due to which  

explicitly political lyric in the Hymnal? 
 

(a) From Hymn 192: Trump from East to West. 
(b) From Hymn 301: I’m Biden My Time. 
(c) From Hymn 423: There is a Balm in Buttigieg. 
(d) From Hymn 907: What a Friend We Have in the Earned Income Tax Credit. 

 
5. Water is the core symbol of baptism. This year, we were assisted in remembering our baptisms 

when: 
 

(a) The presider sprinkled water on the congregation. 
(b) The sacristy window turned on its special fountain feature. 
(c) The dishwasher turned on its special floor-moistening feature. 
(d) All of the above. 

 
 


