A parish for all people in the heart of the city.

The First Sunday of Advent
November 28, 2021

WELCOME TO GRACE

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

We recognize, celebrate, and give thanks for the
many diverse gifts of God among us. We welcome
persons of every race, language, age, gender identity,
sexual orientation, physical and mental ability,
national origin, immigration status, and economic
level. We hold that discrimination is incompatible
with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Grace Memorial Episcopal Church, following in the way of Jesus,
seeks to effect transformational change in individuals, in our
Portland neighborhoods, and in other communities near and
far. To do this we will engage our spiritual, human, and
financial resources in creative partnerships with people
and organizations to further God’s work in our world.

We affirm all relationships founded on the principles
of God's love and justice.
We welcome worshipers with and without
disabilities. Those who need to vocalize or move
during the service are welcome to do so.
Children are welcome and expected throughout
the service.
If you are a visitor, please fill out a welcome card
and give it to an usher or clergy person.

COVID PROTOCOLS
In compliance with Multnomah County direction and the
instruction of our Bishop, Grace requires masks in all
public spaces, both indoor and outdoor, regardless of your
vaccine status. If you are eligible, we ask you to be vaccinated.
Your mask must cover your mouth and nose at all times, except
that you may briefly lower it to receive the Eucharistic bread.
We encourage congregational singing, and we invite you to
exchange the Peace at a distance from one another.

The First Sunday of Advent
8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I
BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER
The Gathering of the Community

BCP pg. 323

The Collect of the Day

BCP pg. 159

Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put upon us the armor of light,
now in the time of this mortal life in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last
day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life
immortal; through him who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The First Reading

Jeremiah 33:14-16

Psalm 25:1-9

BCP pg. 614

The Second Reading

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

The Gospel

Luke 21:25-36

Sermon

Reverend Martin Elfert

Nicene Creed

BCP pg. 326

Prayers of the People

BCP pg. 328

Confessions and Absolution

BCP pg. 330

Exchange of the Peace

BCP pg. 332

Eucharistic Prayer I

BCP pg. 333

The Lord’s Prayer

BCP pg. 336

Ministration of the Sacrament
Prayer of Thanksgiving

BCP pg. 339

The Blessing
The Dismissal

*

*

*

Gathering of the Community
10:00 am – Choral Eucharist Rite II
BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER
ADVENT BEAL PEAL
ADVENT PROCESSIONAL

CREATOR OF THE STARS OF NIGHT

OPENING ACCLAMATION
Presider
People

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
Glory to God for ever and ever.

Hymn 60, arr. by Richard Proulx

BCP pg. 355

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
Presider and People
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

MAGNIFICAT

Hymnal S-242

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Presider
People
Presider

BCP pg. 211

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time of
this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall
come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through
him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
O God of holy anticipation, be with us as we await the coming of your child; in these shortening days of dark and
cold, build a fire within us so that when that child is born unto Mary, we meet greet him and his holy family with
light and warmth; we ask all of these things in the name of that same Jesus. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
FIRST READING
Lector
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.

Jeremiah 33:14-16

PSALM 25:1-9

BCP pg. 614, SJMP

Antiphon first time: (sung by the Choir, repeated by All). Verses & Antiphons: (sung by All).

SECOND READING
Lector
People

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN

“SLEEPERS, WAKE!”
vv. 1, 2 before the Gospel; v. 3 after the Gospel

Hymnal 61

THE HOLY GOSPEL
Gospeller
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

After the Gospel, the Gospeller says
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Luke 21:25-36

SERMON

The Rev. Martin Elfert

A time of silence for reflection follows.

THE NICENE CREED
Presider and People together.

Hymnal S-104

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Celebrant or deacon

As we keep awake for the coming of the Lord, let us offer prayers to God who prepares a light for our path.
Deacon or other leader:
For the coming of Jesus Christ in power and glory.
People: Lord, Hear us.
For the coming of Emmanuel, the hope of all people. Lord graciously hear us.
People: Lord, Hear us.
For peace and justice in the world and especially here in Oregon. Lord, graciously hear us.
People: Lord, Hear us.
For Diana Akiyama, our bishop, and all bishops, priests, and deacons and all who minister in Christ, and for all the
holy people of God. Lord graciously hear us.
People: Lord, Hear us.
For the church throughout the world and the faithful in every place. Lord, graciously hear us.
People: Lord, Hear us.

For the leaders of all nations and all in authority. Lord, graciously hear us.
People: Lord, Hear us.
For justice, peace, and freedom among peoples of the earth. Lord, graciously hear us.
People: Lord, Hear us.
For the protection of our earth, the air and the oceans. Lord, graciously hear us.
People: Lord, Hear us.
For travelers, for the sick and the suffering, for the hungry and the oppressed, and for those in prison
and especially those on our prayer list including: Abby, Alison and Martin Cox, Anne North, Bob Leverenz and
Melanie Marcus, Bob and Kathleen Haywood-Farmer, Brok, Caden Teddleton, Catherine, Cathy Murphy, Christine
B., Dan Schull, Dennis, Don, Dusty, Efrosinia Bell, Fred Jackson, Jackie, Jacquelyn Vittitow, Janie, Jimmy Hughes,
Joanna Bailey, Jose Garcia, Kari Stanley, The Reverend Katherine Holland, Kenny Warde, Larry, Lee Ann Snyder,
Lisa Hansler, Liz Gautier, LouAnn Pickering, Louise, Mary, Machelle Jarrett, Maureen Landon, Ricardo, Robert,
Ruth, Sophia, Tina, Trip Clark, Tyr Anderson, William Carl & Carol Abraham, and the Anderson family. And those
whose needs are known to God alone. Lord, graciously hear us.
People: Lord, Hear us.
For those who rest in Christ and for all the departed especially those whom we now name: Rudy Jones, Bitsy
Coleman, William Henry Walbuck Sr., Judi Cannard, Ione Scott Clair, Jack Cooper, Ora Jean Banks, George
Massingale, Frank Schramling, Carol Denney Virgil, Fiouzeh, Harriet Williams Yancy, Doug Scott, Barbara Musolf,
Joseph Bragg, Sandy Langford, Grandma Norma, Margaret Foote Harris, Louann Duchesneau, Bobbi Anderson,
and Annali Ulz. Lord, graciously hear us.
People: Lord, Hear us.
Please add your prayers of thanksgiving or need, that you would like this community to hold.
You are invited to offer your own prayers and silently, aloud, or through YouTube comments.
Joining our voices with the blessed Virgin Mary and with all the saints and angels of God, let us offer ourselves and
one another to the living God through Christ.
People and all respond: To you, O Lord.
Celebrant
Creator, redeemer and loving God come and shine on us, your people, who sit in darkness and await your coming.
Glory to you forever. Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

BCP pg. 360

Presider

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
Presider
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The People greet one another in the name of Christ.

Celebration of the Eucharist
THE OFFERING

WATCHMAN, TELL US OF THE NIGHT

Joseph Lowe

Watchman, tell us of the night,
what its signs of promise are.
Traveler, what a wondrous sight:
see that glory-beaming star.

Watchman, will its beams alone
gild the spot that gave them birth?
Traveler, ages are its own;
see, it bursts o’er all the earth.

Watchman, does its beauteous ray
news of joy or hope foretell?
Traveler, yes; it brings the day,
promised day of Israel.

Watchman, tell us of the night,
for the morning seems to dawn.
Traveler, shadows take their flight;
doubt and terror are withdrawn.

Watchman, tell us of the night;
higher yet that star ascends.
Traveler, blessedness and light,
peace and truth its course portends.

Watchman, you may go your way;
hasten to your quiet home.
Traveler, we rejoice today,
for Emmanuel has come!

During the singing of the anthem, you are invited to make a financial offering to further God’s mission through the work of the
church. Please go to grace-memorial.org and click “donate”. Tax receipts are issued annually for gifts totaling $20 or more.

PRESENTATION HYMN

PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW

Hymnal 380, V. 3

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;
Praise Triune God whom we adore. Amen.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B

BCP pg. 367

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth…
Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting
life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear
rejoice to behold his appearing.
...Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven,
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Hymnal S-129, Robert Powell

Then the Celebrant continues
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the
calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior
and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all
of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drinkit, do this for the remembrance of me."
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Presider and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation,
this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body
of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable
through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your
Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of
your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and
the author of our salvation.

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

THE LORD’S PRAYER

BCP pg. 364
Enriching Our Worship 1 & 2, #238

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

FRACTION ANTHEM
Presider
People

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Presider

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

MINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT
If you know the hurt and love of life, then you have participated in the broken and resurrected body of Christ and
you are invited to share in the breaking of bread. During pandemic, we receive communion in bread alone and the
Presider drinks the wine on our behalf. The church has long held that the fullness of communion is available by
receiving “in one kind,” in this case by receiving bread alone.
If you prefer to receive a blessing, please cross your arms over your chest.
The bread is gluten-free at the 10:00 am service.

COMMUNION MOTET

ADVENT WREATH PRAYER for ADVENT 1

COMMUNION HYMN COME NOW, O PRINCE OF PEACE

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Malcolm Archer
WLP 795

BCP pg. 365

Presider and People
Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with spiritual food in
the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that
we may proclaim your love to the world and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS & THANKSGIVINGS

THANKSGIVING HYMN

GOD GRANT THEM MANY YEARS!

Sending out of the Disciples
BLESSING

Hymnal WLP 824

CLOSING HYMN

REJOICE! REJOICE, BELIEVERS

Hymnal 68

DISMISSAL
Presider
People

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Alleluia.

POSTLUDE

MAGNIFICAT DU 1ER TON - GRAND JEU

M. Corrette

SERVING US TODAY
Presider: The Reverend Martin Elfert
Preacher: The Reverend Martin Elfert
Associate Priest and Digital Missioner: The Reverend Matthew David Morris
Deacon: The Reverend Doctor Liz Klein
Readers 8am: John Strege, Jim Chasse
Intercessor 8am: John Strege
Readers 10am: Martha Leveque-Eichorn, Charles McGee II
Organist & Choir Director: Susan Jensen
Altar Guild: Carol Snead
Crucifer: Charles A. McGee II
Torch Bearers: Matt Haines & Jeff Ewen
Online Verger: Evelyn Prater

*

*

*

GRACE MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH
A parish for all people in the heart of the city
Clergy
The Right Reverend Doctor Diana Akiyama – Bishop
The Reverend Martin Elfert – Rector
The Reverend Matthew David Morris – Associate Priest and Digital Missioner
The Reverend Doctor Corbet Clark – Associate Priest
The Reverend Richard Toll – Associate Priest
The Reverend Doctor Liz Klein – Deacon
Parish Staff
Office Manager – Jackie Thomas
Interim Office Assistant – Kris Doty
Registrar – Tom Krausse
Office Volunteer – Demetria Keck
Youth Group Mentor – Holly Puckett
Church School Coordinator – Kristin Koop
Nursery Coordinator – Natali Plotkin
Organist / Choir Director – Susan J. Jensen
Sexton – Daniel Kohler
Chair, Grace Campus Development Committee – Nancy Entrikin
Vestry
Co-Senior Warden (Vestry Chair): Charles A. McGee II; Co-Senior Warden (Rector’s Advisor): Kevin Walsh;
Junior Warden: David Waldow; Clerk: Alicia Lehrle; Treasurer: Curt Germundson;
Roosevelt Carter; Andrew D’Antonio; Sammi Harvey;
Daniel Jones; Bindhu Newell; Holly Puckett; and Katy Unbehaun.

*

*

*
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Advent is here!
It is a time of waiting and preparation for the celebration of the birth of Jesus. I have heard from so many
that they are tired, frustrated and feeling low energy. The Pandemic has been exhausting. I wonder if we
can help each other build resiliency. I put together an Advent Calendar to build resiliency. We can use
this special time to help ourselves and each other become more resilient as we wait in expectation for the
celebration of Jesus’ birth. Perhaps we can adopt some of these healthy habits in the new year. You are
welcome to share the link with friends.
Peace and Blessings, Rev. Liz Klein Deacon at Grace Memorial
Link to the Resiliency Advent Calendar

COMPLINE ON ZOOM @ 8PM
ON WEDNESDAYS
December 1 @ 8pm
December 8 @ 8pm
December 15 @ 8pm
December 22 @ 8pm

LINK: https://bit.ly/grace-compline

Have you been longing for prayer in the middle of your week? Do you want to connect with people at
Grace midweek? I have been longing for prayer with you midweek and am going to lead us in Compline on
Wednesday evenings at 8 PM on Zoom at https://bit.ly/grace-compline
Compline is said “complin” -a service of evening prayers forming part of the Divine Office of
the Western Christian Church, traditionally said (or chanted) before retiring for the night.
Please join us! We would love to have you with us! - Deacon Liz Klein

1. Grace Memorial Vestry
The Vestry is the Board of Directors for Grace Memorial Episcopal Church. Our community elects each Vestry member
for a three-year term. We replace one-third of the 12-person Vestry each year (plus any vacancies from previous years).
It is our practice at Grace for the current Vestry to recommend a slate of candidates to the wider Grace membership.
We then vote on that slate at the Annual General Meeting.
This coming year's meeting is on Sunday, January 30th, right after the 10am service.
A nominee for Vestry will:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Have a strong commitment to Jesus Christ and to carrying out Jesus’ ministry in our community;
Be open to the guidance of the Holy Spirit;
Be a communicant in good standing, regular in prayer and worship;
Be active in the life of the parish and willing to assume leadership positions;
Be a pledging member of record who is tithing or whose pledge gives serious indication of working towards a
tithe;
Attend Vestry meetings (held on the third Tuesday of the month from 6-7.30pm, currently by Zoom) as well as
occasional retreats and other meetings;
Have the ability and willingness to serve Grace Memorial.

This year at the Annual meeting, we will be electing four Vestry members for three-year terms.
Vestry is an opportunity to do meaningful work to help this beloved community to thrive.
Please contact Charles McGee at charlesamcgeeii@yahoo.com or a current Vestry member if you think you may be
called to this ministry.
2. Diocesan Convention
The criteria for representing Grace at the 2022 Diocesan Convention and the process for electing them are identical,
except that the commitment of time is shorter. Convention Representatives attend several preparatory meetings and
then convention itself. Representatives typically pay for the cost of their own attendance, although scholarships are
available to those for whom this cost would be a burden. We need four representatives to attend Diocesan Convention.
Again, please contact Charles McGee at charlesamcgeeii@yahoo.com or a current Vestry member if you think you may
be called to this ministry.
In thanksgiving for your ministry at Grace,
The Vestry and Convention Nominating Team

Save the Date! - Holiday Art Faire & Bazaar - Saturday, December 4, 9:00-3:00pm

Seeking volunteers for setup Thursday, December 2nd 5:30-7:30pm (pizza served!) and more volunteer
opportunities (including takedown) at the event Saturday, December 4th anytime between 9-4pm.

Poinsettias for Christmastime

Alleluia! Once again, Altar Guild will be decorating the church for Christmas. Our nave will be adorned with
poinsettias, wreaths, and garlands. If you would like to have a poinsettia or wreath in memory/honor of a loved
one, please contact Jo Bronson at peggybronson@gmail.com or call me at (503)245- 6745. Please include the
name/names of the people the flowers are in memory/honor so that their name may be listed in the Christmas
bulletin. The suggested donation is $25 for poinsettias/$75 for a wreath (or any amount that you wish, would be
greatly appreciated). You may pay on-line by going to Grace’s website, mail a check to the church (memo
line: Christmas flowers), or place your check in the collection plate.

Fridays at Noon
Wednesdays at 8pm
Saturday, December 4
Sunday, December 5
Sunday, December 12
Saturday, December 18
Sunday, December 19
Sunday, December 19

All-parish check-in on Zoom.
The link is on our web page: www.grace-memorial.org.
Compline - https://bit.ly/grace-compline
Holiday Art Faire & Bazaar – 9am - 3pm
Second Sunday of Advent – 8am & 10am
Third Sunday of Advent – 8am / Advent Lessons & Carols 10am
Greening of the Church – 10am – 12noon
Fourth Sunday of Advent– 8am / Christmas Pageant 10am
Music at Grace: Yule Be Merry concert at 4pm and 7pm

Friday, December 24
Saturday, December 25
Sunday, December 26
Sunday, January 2
Thursday, January 6

Christmas Eve - 4:00 pm & 9:30pm – Choral Eucharist
Christmas Day - 10:00 am - Choral Eucharist with Carols
First Sunday After Christmas – 8am & 10am
Second Sunday After Christmas – 8am & 10am
Epiphany Evensong – 7pm

