
1 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

114th Annual Meeting 
of the  

Parish 
The 2022 Annual Report 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

January 29, 2023 
  



 2 

Grace Memorial Episcopal Church 
Portland, Oregon 

 

Annual Meeting of the Parish 
 

     
 

 
AGENDA 

 
January 29, 2023 

 
 
Opening Prayer The Rev. Martin Elfert 
 
Minutes of the 2022 Annual Meeting  Alicia Lehrle 
[Vote required] 
 
Report of the Vestry & Convention Nominating Charles A. McGee II and 
 Kevin Walsh 
Committee and election of person 
to serve on the Vestry & Delegates to Convention 
[Vote required] 
 
Rector’s Report The Rev. Martin Elfert 
 
Financial Report The Rev. Martin Elfert and 
and Presentation of the 2023 Budget Curt Germundson 
 
Acceptance of reports as printed The Rev. Martin Elfert 
[Vote required] 
 
Recognitions  The Rev. Martin Elfert  
 
Other business 
 
Trivia Questions 
 
Blessing and adjournment The Rev. Martin Elfert 
 
 

     

 
 
 

The image is printed with permission: 
© 1994, Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, art by Steve Erspamer, SM. 



 3 

 

Grace Memorial Episcopal Church 
Portland, Oregon 

 

 
Table of Contents 

 
 

Minutes of the 2022 Annual Meeting 4-5 

Rector's Report 6-7 

Curate’s Report 7-8 

Deacon’s Report 8 

Vestry Nominations 9-11 

Convention Delegates 12 

From the Senior Wardens 13-14 

Treasurer’s Report 15 

Statement of Position 16-17 

Statement of Activities 18-20 

2023 Budget and 2022 Budget vs. Actuals 21-23 

From the Junior Warden 24 

Safety, Security & Health Committee Report      24-26 

Building and Grounds 26-27 

Altar Guild 27-28 

Ushers – Ministers of Hospitality 28 

Holy Land Ministry 29 

Women of Grace 29 

Grace Community Center Gala 30 

Music at Grace 30-31 

Weekday Sack Lunch Ministry 32 

The Little Free Pantry 33 

Daughters of the King 33-34 

Grace Campus Usage 34 

Grace Foundation 35-37 

Grace Institute 38-40 

Board Members (Vestry, Grace Institute, Foundation Trustees) 40 

 

     
  



 4 

113th Annual Meeting Minutes 
January 30, 2022 

 

Opening 

Fr. Martin Elfert opened the 113th Annual Meeting with a prayer at 11:51am. The meeting was a 
combined meeting of participants in the nave and participants via Zoom. 

Minutes of the 112th Annual Meeting 

Co-Sr. Warden Kevin Walsh welcomed all to the Annual Meeting and noted the other Co-Sr. Warden, 
Charles McGee, is currently in Liberia and unable to attend the meeting. 

Kevin asked for any corrections or comments to 112th Annual Meeting Minutes. There were none, and 
the voting to accept the minutes, as well as all subsequent votes during the meeting, was a combination 
of a show of hands from those in the nave and an online poll provided by Evelyn Prater. The minutes 
were accepted unanimously.  

The online votes were recorded as one vote per screen, and each person in a household was invited to 
log in on their own device if they wished to submit a separate vote. 

Report of the Vestry and Convention Nominating Committee and election of persons to serve on the 
Vestry and Delegates to Convention 

Kevin shared the proposed slate of new Vestry members and Diocesan Convention delegates. He noted 
brief biographies of each are in the Annual Meeting Report. The proposed new Vestry members are Keri 
Beck, Calvin Richardson, Sally Fraser, and David Waldow, who has agreed to a second term and remain 
the Jr. Warden. The proposed new Diocesan Convention delegates are Matt Haines, Sr. Petra, Roosevelt 
Carter, and Anne Crockett. 

There were no additional nominations for Vestry members, and the vote was unanimous to accept the 
slate as presented. 

There were no additional nominations for Diocesan delegates, and the vote was unanimous to accept 
the delegates as presented. 

Kevin announced the Vestry has approved a sabbatical for Fr. Martin in 2022. Fr. Martin was due a 
sabbatical in 2020, but circumstances intervened, and he is now scheduled to begin his sabbatical on 
Easter Monday, April 18, and return on Sunday, August 7 after some scheduled continuing education 
and vacation following his sabbatical. Kevin said there is a sabbatical team in place for Fr. Martin’s 
absence. Fr. Martin shared some of his plans for his sabbatical, which include assembling a book of 
sermons given by his late boss, Bill Ellis, work on his own writing, and just rest. More details will be 
provided by Fr. Martin before he begins his sabbatical. 

Rector’s Report 

Fr. Martin was inspired by the Greenway street sign he spotted while on a walk with his daughter, and 
composed a song version of the Rector’s Report called “Take Me Home, Greenway Roads”, to the tune 
of the John Denver song, “Take Me Home, Country Roads”. He shared his rendition of the song in a 
video, aided by Fr. Matthew David Morris, to the delight of all! 

Financial Report and Presentation of the 2022 Budget 

Fr. Martin noted there was a meeting last Sunday, open to all, to closely review the 2022 budget. One of 
the items of which the Vestry is most pleased is the increase of the salary for Sue Jensen, Grace’s Music 
Director, to an acceptable level. Additionally, the budget assumes a new curate will be recruited, and 
the importance of a maintenance fund was noted. Gratitude was offered to Avril Johnson who in the 
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recent past stressed the importance of no long deferring benefits for the staff at Grace but include them 
in the budget, which has been done. 

Curt Germundson added his thanks for the ongoing financial support of the parish, and commented that 
the Haynes Trust, of which Grace is a beneficiary, is a wonderful example of planned giving. 

Andre Pruitt moved to receive the budget as presented, and Kathleen Chapman seconded the motion. 
There was no discussion, and the motion passed unanimously.  

Reports  

Reports from each ministry are in the Annual Meeting Report, and Kevin asked for a vote to accept the 
reports as presented. There was no discussion, and the reports were accepted unanimously.  

Recognitions 

Fr. Martin thanked all who make the parish work and said he was very thankful to have Jackie back in 
the office. He also thanked the clergy for their help and support, Curt for his work on the budget, Nancy 
Entrikin for her passion surrounding the Campus Development Project, Sue Jensen as the Best Music 
Director in the world, Amy Starr Thomas for a wonderful and successful Grace Gala, Evelyn Prater for the 
many ways she serves the church with her electronic skills, and to the best-ever Vestry for their faithful 
and committed service to help keep Grace healthy and vibrant. He thanked the Vestry members who are 
cycling off; Katie Unbehaun, Charles, Curt, and David who is coming back to serve another term and 
continue as Jr. Warden. Fr. Martin reported the by-laws were recently amended to allow Sr. Wardens to 
serve as long as 3 years to take advantage of the expertise they gain in their initial term as a Sr. Warden. 
Both Charles and Kevin will be continuing in their Co-Sr. Warden roles. 

Fr. Martin announced the Hale McMahon award, which is presented for service in the greater 
community, is awarded this year to Jan Burkholder who has a ministry of quiet service, especially with 
the Sack Lunch Ministry, but in many other ways as well. 

The Angeline Berry Award is presented for service to the Grace community, and Fr. Martin spoke briefly 
about how Angeline Berry provided the seed money to make Grace possible. This year’s award is 
presented to Avril Johnson who has a long list of accomplishments at Grace as well as being true “prayer 
warrior”. 

A slide show with scenes from the past year at Grace was shown with the fun addition of a few bloopers. 

Trivia Questions 

The ever-popular trivia quiz was presented by Fr. Martin and enjoyed by all participants. 

Other Business 

No other business was raised. 

Blessing and Adjournment 

Following a prayer by Fr. Martin, the meeting was adjourned at 12:45pm with a dismissal offered by 
Deacon Liz Klein.  

 

        Respectfully submitted, 
        Alicia Perkins Lehrle, Clerk 
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Rector’s Report 
 

An annual report is equal parts retrospective, gratitude, grief, and aspiration. Writing one (at least for 
me) invites a lot of the same feelings, wonderings, questions, and hopes that we encounter come, say, 
New Year’s Eve or a graduation or a retirement. 
 
Often we mark these transitory occasions with song, with numbers that sit right at the border of 
melancholy and hopefulness. Consider Auld Lang Syne or Stand By Me or Lean on Me. Consider (at least 
for a few years at the start of this century) Green Day’s Time of Your Life. These are songs about being 
lonely but not alone; about finding community within the changes and chances of life; about taking a 
cup of kindness yet. 
 
As I write this particular report, I am humming along with one of those songs, with Jimmie Rogers’ 1957 
classic, Kisses Sweeter Than Wine (a song that I know best as performed by The Weavers). It’s a song 
about a couple looking back on a long marriage. The couple remembers: 
 

We had a lot of kids, a lot of trouble, and pain 
But, oh Lord, we’d do it again 

 
And maybe Rogers has given us something like the right words for this moment. For this has often been 
a hard year, we have had a lot of trouble and pain. This year: 
 
Many of us, most of us, recognized that we well and truly were not going to “get back to normal,” that 
February of 2020 had become a distant and lost homeland to which we could no longer return.  
 
We said goodbye to beloved members if this parish. Gail Parker, Charis Barasch, Anne North, Joy Finley, 
Fred Jackson, Pete Nelson, and Carol Mcgruder’s names are now among the departed for whom we 
pray.  
 
We endured some of the hardship baked into our wider culture right now, that strange cocktail of 
distrust, exhaustion, anxiety, sadness, and anger that comes standard, installed at the factory two 
decades into the new millennium. 
 
And. 
 

I don’t know about you, but 
 

Oh Lord, I’d do it again.  
 

This year: 
 
Christian formation just kept on getting better. Under the leadership of Dan, Liz, and Matthew David we 
prayed the catechesis, explored Advent via the extraordinary zine, and launched conversation and 
fellowship via the Emmaus Café. 
 
Our Buildings and Grounds team did amazing work. (I know that there are folks in the wider world who 
insist on contrasting maintenance with mission, as though you must choose between the two. But 
friends, our campus has a huge ministry. Maintenance matters.) See the remarkable list of our team’s 
accomplishments in the B&G report. 
 
We put big energy into listening and into communication more broadly. The extraordinary Lisa 
Freedman gifted us her consulting interviewing everyone on Vestry plus many other stakeholders. 
(Thanks, in particular, to Vestry for sitting with feedback that was sometimes hard to hear.) Lisa’s 
resulting recommendations saw us establishing clergy office hours, beginning our monthly State of 
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Grace forums, streamlining Grace Notes, the bulletin, and the website, and still more. Huge thanks to 
Sue Jensen, Demetria Keck, Kris Doty, and Jackie Thomas for their work in implementing these many 
improvements. 
 
And, thanks to you, Sunday morning remained vibrant, faithful, and energizing. I just heard from a 
newcomer who said, “I’ve never been to an Episcopal service before. The service was a beautiful mix of 
ancient and modern.” I loved hearing that: that balance is one of the goals. Thank you to our wonderful 
team of preachers, servers, lectors, singers, ushers, greeters, live streamers, and altar guild for making 
Sundays at Grace wonderful. 
 
I could keep on listing examples of exciting and Spirit-filled things happening at Grace. But, instead, I will 
commend the rest of this booklet to you: there are so, so many ways in which we are following Jesus at 
this good place that we call Grace Memorial. 
 
What a hard year. What a good year. Let’s do it again. 
 
A brief personal note to conclude. This was the year that I had the privilege of a sabbatical, of a time of 
rest, renewal, study, and prayer. I am grateful to you for making it possible. I am grateful in particular for 
the many ways that you stepped up to lead Grace during my time away.  
 
This was also the year that I buried my Father and that I navigated (and continue to navigate) my 
Mother’s overlapping health crisis. This time of grief, anxiety, and loss brought a different kind of 
privilege, and that was the privilege of witnessing your deep kindness to my family and me. Thank you 
for showing me what discipleship looks like. I am so thankful. 
        Respectfully submitted, 
        The Rev. Martin Elfert 

 
 

Curate’s Report 
 

Many thanks for the warm welcome my family has experienced since our arrival at Grace Memorial at 
the end of August. Over the past five months we’ve settled in and found a new rhythm for life in 
Portland. I’ve been grateful for many opportunities to connect with Grace Memorial members, gradually 
gaining deeper insight into the unique gifts and ministries of this community.  
 

My current role at Grace involves not only serving as Curate but also serving as a transitional Deacon. 
This means that in addition to the regular demands of parish ministry, I’m also navigating the challenges 
of the final leg of priestly formation in my ordination journey. I’m grateful to be part of a team which has 
helped me along the way: Rev. Martin has provided me with critical opportunities to develop my 
preaching, teaching, and liturgical leadership skills, while Deacon Liz has been a wonderful guide to the 
distinctive work of the diaconate week by week.  
 

Much of my work beyond Sundays has focused upon expanding Grace’s offerings for Christian 
formation. I’ve taken on a recurring teaching role in Wednesday evening adult formation on zoom. In 
this capacity, I was particularly focused upon developing (and teaching) our recent Advent formation 
series and the accompanying devotional booklet provided for the Grace community. Writing, art 
production, and design work for that resource was an amazing opportunity to explore new methods of 
community formation. Some of that project’s artwork went on to be used by the diocese, a connection 
which has led to growing interest in future diocesan collaboration. I am currently hard at work on a 
second formation project (this time, for Lent) which will be similar to the Advent project (booklet and 
formation class) but a bit larger in scope. Additional formation projects under development include 
formation dinners (first tested with a focus on Epiphany at the Emmaus Café earlier this month) and 
Lego-themed children’s formation (our Lego donations are gradually accumulating!). 



 8 

 

A major portion of my diaconal ministry has centered upon chaplaincy work at Good Samaritan hospital. 
This work has been critical to my pastoral formation while also allowing me to extend Grace’s ministry of 
care for the marginalized through chaplaincy work which has frequently focused upon providing spiritual 
care for the unhoused, the lonely, and the dying. I am grateful for the chance to carry our ministry 
beyond the church doors in this way. 
 

My diaconal ministry has also included the slow and steady work of establishing a visible presence in the 
neighborhood around Grace. Over the last few months I’ve regularly engaged various neighbors (housed 
and unhoused), dog-walkers, and business owners in conversations which have slowly opened doors to 
greater awareness of Grace’s history and ministry in this neighborhood. Surprising connections have 
appeared from the simple practice of taking my dog for a walk around the neighborhood each day. 
 

It's been a busy five months, and I remain grateful for the opportunity to serve as Grace’s Curate. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Deacon Dan 

 
Deacon’s Report 

 
It has been a year of learning and growth for me as a person and as a Deacon in the Episcopal Church.  I 
have been energized by so many people at Grace Memorial, who are living out their baptismal vows and 
helping the poor and vulnerable. 
 
Rev. Martin Elfert’s sabbatical was particularly challenging but also empowering for many of us, 
including me. We were able to empower the lay ministry to start a new bible study and improve adult 
education.  I helped start a Safety, Security and Health Team, which has significantly improved health 
and safety at Grace Memorial. I am thankful for the enthusiasm and dedication of the whole team and 
especially Jeff Ewan for taking over the leadership of this team. We have improved safety at Grace. We 
held a De-Escalation Training for Grace Memorial, PHAME and Grace Institute in October. I am pleased 
to see the improved relations between Grace Memorial, Grace Institute and PHAME. Our team 
members helped design the job description for our Campus Steward.  
 
I made many pastoral care visits and phone calls. I enjoyed working with Rev. Judith Meckling and 
training new Grace Memorial Eucharistic Visitors. I started Prayers of the People Team, and we continue 
to meet and design new Prayers of the People. I helped people at Grace Memorial collaborate with Lift 
Every Voice to pass gun safety legislation.  Preaching and being a part of the liturgy at the services on 
Sunday has been meaningful. I started a weekly Grace Zoom Compline Service in November 2021, and it 
continues weekly on Wednesday evenings. I have enjoyed helping with Grace Adult Education.  
 
I am interested in doing further work to dismantle racism and help design a Reconciliation Team at 
Grace.  I invited The Rev. Ernestein Flemister to preach on Sunday 1/8/23. I think she inspired many with 
her sermon and coffee hour presentation.  
 
I am especially thankful for the many people that support the Free Sack Lunch Program. I encourage all 
of us to discern ways to help the poor and vulnerable in our community.  
 
My gifts are appreciating others’ gifts and encouraging them to use their gifts. I am especially interested 
in helping people know the love of God, the power of prayer and the power of beloved community. I will 
always seek and discern ways to bring the hopes, concerns and needs of the world into the church and 
assist the people of the church to go out and meet those needs and concerns.  

Peace and Blessings, 
The Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Klein “Deacon Liz” 
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Recommendation for New Vestry Members 

 

Nomination Process  

The 2023 slate for the Vestry and Diocesan Convention comes after several months of work by the 
Nominating Committee.  
 
The committee consists of two current Vestry members, one or two parish members who currently are 
not on the Vestry, and the Rector. Outreach began in the fall through announcements encouraging 
people to apply. These were made on Zoom, in the Grace Notes, in the Sunday bulletin, and by 
telephone.  
Each person completed a short application indicating why they want to serve and what skills and 
background they can offer.  
 
As a result of this process, the Nominating Committee recommended the following Slates to the Vestry. 
The Vestry approved the proposed slates, which will be voted on by the full parish at the Annual 
Meeting.  
 
Recommendations  

The Vestry recommends that the following parish members be elected to the Vestry by the 
Congregation:  

• Jennifer Yeast (3 years) 

• Stephen Weeks (1 year) 

• Yetunde Laniran (3 years) 

• Myra Clark (1 year) 

• Roosevelt Carter (3 years) 

• Kevin Walsh (3 years) 

 

The Vestry also recommends that the following parish members, one of whom will serve as an alternate, 
represent Grace Memorial Episcopal Church at the Diocesan Convention. 

• Matt Haines 

• Evelyn Prater 

• Jeff Ewen 

• Deb Pratt 

• Myra Clark – Alternate 

• Sibby Tower - Alternate 
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Vestry Candidate Information 

 

Jennifer Yeast 

I moved to Portland in 2016 and first attended Grace shortly 
thereafter (on the feast day for St Francis so my beloved dog, Ben, could 
be blessed!). Less than a year later I showed up with 10-month old twins 
who were welcomed with open arms (literally) - for which I will be forever 
grateful.  
 

I am very interested in seeing Grace grow, thrive and become even more integrated within the local 
community and look forward to helping that happen in whatever way I can.  
  

Yetunde Laniran 
Yetunde Laniran "found" Grace Memorial in 1999 with her two boys, Mayowa 
and Yinka, and Grace's community and service have been an integral part of our 
lives. I am a cradle Episcopalian, and St. Paul's Anglican Church in Ibadan is still 
my family's home church in Nigeria. My search for a church with the same 
Anglican tradition was and is still the most appealing part of Grace and the 
friendships I have formed in the past 20+ years. 
 
My first love and career are teaching and Linguistics, and I occasionally still 
teach Yorùbá, my mother tongue, to those interested in the culture and 
tradition. Professionally, I work for Kaiser Permanente from home in the IT 

department supporting electronic health records. While not curing cancer, I love my job, given that I 
support the bedside caregivers in providing the best possible care for our patients. 
Grace has always been an exciting place to be, and I am always excited to see the same members year 
after year. The art camps and fair make Grace an exceptional and diverse community of artists. I think it 
is important to get involved in the church's life and I look forward to serving on the vestry again. 
 

Stephen Weeks 
 My wife Denise and I started coming to Grace over twenty years ago. Our 
daughter Lily was baptized here.  I have served on the Grace Institute Board for 
two terms and on the search committee that hired Martin.  I have contributed 
in other areas of life at Grace, as an usher, a lector, and a volunteer at Friday 
night dinners.  Two years ago, I retired from my position as Chair of the 
Theatre Department at Lewis & Clark College, and I find I have more time to be 
of service to other institutions.  I hope to be of use in supporting and furthering 
the missions of Grace, including the build-out of the campus.   

 
Myra Clark 
One of my strongest experiences of Christian community was as a leader at a 
church camp in the Diocese of Olympia. Looking back, it is easy to see how 
that college experience shaped my continued work in education and 
recreation, finally leading me to found and operate a year-round literacy-
based day camp and tutoring partnership between Oregon Episcopal School 
and the Beaverton School District. There, we formed a learning community 
with non-native English-speaking children and high school students rooted in 
experiential education and service. During those 17 years, my identity and 
calling as an artist also continued to grow, and many of my projects were 
centered in spirituality. That journey led me to where I am now as a 
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member-owner at Blackfish Gallery, the oldest artist collective in Oregon. I don’t think it is a coincidence 
that my experience of Christian community has informed the rest of my life as well. 
  
All this makes me hungry for even more community at Grace, and I pray for the Spirit to move us deeper 
and further than we would ever have imagined possible in our lives as Christ’s beloved. It would be a 
great honor to team with the vestry to provide lay leadership at Grace in tandem with the clergy. I am 
grateful for this opportunity.  
 

Roosevelt Carter  
I grew up in the Baptist church of my parents in Louisiana. I attended both a 
nondenominational church and a Covenant church here in Portland. When 
my wife, Gwen, and I moved to North Carolina, we joined a traditional 
Baptist church. But once exposed to the Episcopal tradition by Gwen’s 
mother, we found ourselves drawn to attend an historically Black Episcopal 
church in Raleigh. 
 
When we moved back to Oregon in 2015, we searched for an Episcopal 
church, close to downtown Portland, and found our spiritual place, and 

community home, at Grace Memorial. The warmth and the welcoming have only grown; even through 
the pandemic. Now there is excitement and energy around redeveloping our campus and engaging new 
partners and ministries. 
 
My professional career encompassed managerial and operational positions in airport, solid waste, 
community development, and public safety. Being a part of the vestry allows me to use those skills in 
program and capital budgeting and project management. This is work I enjoy and commit to in 
collaboration with others on vestry. I’ve been led in the past, in service at other churches, to various 
stewardship roles. Here and now, at Grace, I am ready to continue my contribution.  
 

Kevin Walsh 
John and I have been coming to Grace since the Fall of 2011. Fr. Steve 
Schneider and Mother Esme Jo Culver married us at Grace September 8, 
2014. November 2019, Connie Sullivan called me and asked me if I was 
interested in being on the Vestry for Grace Memorial. I was retiring in a few 
months, and my usual response to a inquiry of service to the Church is a yes, 
so in January 2020, I was joined the Vestry. In December of 2020, Fr. Martin 
called me and asked me if I was interested in being a Co- Senior Warden. 
Again, I said yes. 
 
I bring my skills of organization, working with teams of varied 
instrumentalists, vocalists, and composers from my 34 years as Executive 

Producer of Recordings for Oregon Catholic Press. I am happy to sign up again for another three-year 
term on the Vestry. 
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Convention Delegates 
 

Matt Haines 
At Grace Memorial I have found a spiritual home. I have been blessed to serve as 
an acolyte, Eucharistic Minister, and even as guest preacher!  I have gotten to 
know many of you better at Zoom coffee hour.  Grace is a special place for sure. 
 
Previously, I served as: a youth minister, lector, stewardship chair, and diocesan 
delegate.  I worked for the inclusion and welcoming of LGBT people through 
Integrity within the diocese, Province 8, and nationally as VP and president. My 

faith and my love for the Church have grown because of these opportunities to serve!  
 

As a Diocesan Delegate I would represent Grace in both the Annual Convention and regularly within 
Convocation, where we will work with Bishop Diana to better equip the Diocese to share the Good News 
to a world hungering to experience God’s love. This is exciting and vital work, let’s do it together! 
 

Evelyn Prater 
When I moved to Portland in 2018, I knew one of the first things I wanted to do 
was to find a church family. Not just a church that I could attend on Sunday 
mornings but an actual community. Grace has been that and so much more for 
me these past five years. I quilt with the ladies in the St. Mary's Guild and 
serve on the Board of Directors for Grace Institute. I also manage the live stream 
production on Sunday mornings.   
I work at Portland Community College with the Environmental Health & Safety 

team and before that I was a chemistry lab coordinator for a small university in Georgia. In my free time 
I enjoy all forms of fiber arts including quilting, knitting, and embroidery. I also volunteer with the 
Rose City Rollers and manage their live stream productions.  
 

Jeff Ewen 
Jeff is retired and lives in Washougal, WA with his spouse Sibby Tower. He is a 
“cradle Episcopalian” and was confirmed at St. Joseph of Arimathea in Elmsford, 
NY in the mid-1960s. He served three terms as a Warden at St. Margaret of 
Antioch Episcopal Church in Staatsburg, NY, a small parish in the mid-Hudson 
Valley of New York State. During that time he participated in the Diocese of New 
York’s Indaba program, which linked larger parishes in New York City and its 
suburbs with smaller inner city parishes and those in the more rural areas of the 
Diocese. 

 

Jeff spent most of his career in the graphic design business in New York City. He has a B.A. from the 
University of Vermont and a J.D. from the Syracuse University College of Law. When he and Sibby 
retired, they bucked the Florida trend and relocated to the Pacific Northwest. They enjoy hiking 
(particularly on Mts. Hood and St. Helens), and have two horses and four cats. 
 

Deb Pratt 
Deb, active member at Grace since 2015 is happy to be a convention delegate 
and continue to learn about the inner workings of the Episcopal Church. 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Nominating Committee Members: 

Charles A. McGee II, Kevin Walsh, and Fr. Martin 
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From your Senior Wardens 

Another year has passed and what a year it’s been! Your Vestry continues to meet monthly, on the third 
Tuesday, via Zoom. We hope to eventually, maybe in the Spring, meet in person, once again. Our work 
at Grace Memorial continues to grow and evolve as we continue the long process of coming out of the 
pandemic. Thank you to everyone who helped to keep Grace Memorial Church a vibrant community of 
worship and ministry during another challenging year. Father Martin, Father Matthew David, Deacon Liz, 
Deacon Dan, Sue Jensen, Evelyn Prater, our amazing Altar and Flower Guilds, Ushers, Crucifers, Acolytes, 
Sacristans, Readers, Healing Ministries, and more! None of that would have been possible without 
everyone stepping forward.  

Our In-Person/Hybrid worship services continue to serve the needs of Grace parishioners in the Portland 
area and beyond. In fact, there are some people who first learned about Grace through our hybrid 
services and now attend in-person on Sundays.  

A year ago we began having monthly State of Grace meetings, the last Sunday of every month. We 
inform, educate, ask, and answer questions of those gathered, following the 10AM service. Those are 
continuing, following a slight break, due to little holidays and conflicts like Thanksgiving and Christmas 
and our Annual Meeting! 

Fr. Martin left for Sabbatical after Easter, the end of April through July, with some continuing education 
thrown in there. Thank you to our amazing Sabbatical Team: Fr. Matthew David Morris, Deacon Liz Klein, 
Fr. Corbett Clark, Sue Jensen, Sally Fraser and Kevin Walsh. With their help we kept our liturgies moving 
and enjoyed some additional wonderful services led by Reverends Louann Pickering, Stephen Norcross, 
Corbett Clark, Matthew David Morris, and Dick Toll.  

Thank you to Deacon Liz and Jeff Ewen and the rest of the Safety Team, who have been meeting 
regularly since this summer to make our campus a safe and secure place. They have done amazing work. 
Be sure to read their report! 

In September we welcomed Dan Carlson, our new transitional deacon, his wife, Kim Taylor, their son, 
Griffen, and their three wonderful dogs into Halsey House. Special thanks to Susan and Curt 
Germundson, Connie Sullivan, Sally Fraser, Sharon Loomis-Malin and Rick Malin, and others who worked 
like crazy to make that house a home. Dan did a great job creating our Adventzine and together with 
Deacon Liz, led us through energizing adult education on Wednesday nights. I am looking forward to our 
Lentzine and online class. 

Congratulations to Grace Institute for another great Summer of Art Camp. It is wonderful to have them 
back in every way!  
 
Our Campus Development Plan changed significantly when the PHAME Board of Directors made the 
decision to go in a different direction. Grace Memorial and Grace Institute are in ongoing discussions, 
working on a new direction. Any monies that you have contributed is safe and, in a reserved account, 
until we have developed our new campus vision, which we will promptly share with you all. In the 
meantime, we are continuing to look at our current plant, making decisions to keep our buildings safe, 
secure, and physically intact. You can read more about those efforts in the Building and Grounds report.  

Many thanks to Kristin Green, Carol Ann Brown and Carol Snead, our Gala Co-Chairs, for their wonderful 
vision, leading us in our successful in-person/on-line Gala in November. We raised over $38,000!! Well-
done Kristin, Carol Ann and Carol!! 
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The Building and Grounds Committee has done great work and you can see it wherever you look. The 
landscaping is so much improved, and our Chapel is getting a wonderful refresh. It should be ready by 
Easter! Many things you can’t see yet, but you will experience as this next year progresses. Thank you to 
the Building and Grounds Committee!! 

Thanks to Sue Jensen and her continued work toward keeping our worship at a high level with her 
liturgical music expertise, our wonderful bulletins and keeping our home page and website fresh and 
current! 

We welcomed Kris Doty to the office as Parish Manager at the end of September. She is doing a great 
job and it’s nice to have a regular, steady office presence at Grace once again. Thank you also to 
Demetria and Jackie for their continued ongoing work at Grace 

As we finish our second year as your Senior Wardens, we want to thank our fellow Vestry members for 
2022: Keri Beck, Roosevelt Carter, Andrew D’Antonio, Sally Fraser, Sammi Harvey, Daniel Jones, Bindhu 
Newell, Sr. Petra Puckett, Calvin Richardson and David Waldow (Junior Warden). Thanks also to Martin, 
Dan, Deacon Liz, Curt Germundson (Treasurer) and Vestry Clerk Alicia Lehrle who’s diligent notetaking 
makes all our work possible. For more information about Vestry activities, see the minutes posted on 
the Grace Memorial website.  

 Respectfully submitted, 
 Kevin Walsh (Rector’s Advisor) and  
 Charles A. McGee II (Vestry Chair) 
 Co-Senior Wardens 
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Treasurer's Report 2022 

 
To the Parish Members: 
 
You will find in the annual report, the yearend financial statements for both the Parish and the 
Foundation.  These reports answer most of the questions around our financial activities for 2022. 
 
This past year had several changes that resulted in a financial impact.  We budgeted for the year to have 
a net surplus of $947.   We will end the year with a net deficit of $(36,318).  Here are some of the 
highlights of the year that impacted our financials: 
 

● Sent Father Martin on his well-deserved sabbatical. 

● Brought to a close the position of Digital Missioner. 

● Said goodbye to our Sexton who elected not to follow our health protocols.  That vacancy still 

exists today. 

● Continued to manage our relationship with our bookkeeper who had to reduce her hours. 

● Introduced the new position of Parish Manager. 

● Hired contracted Janitorial and Landscaping when it became clear the Sexton position was not 

getting replaced as hoped. 

● Saw a slight gradual decline in pledge giving and membership.   

● Successfully hosted a Gala, Art Camp, and Holiday Art Fair Bazaar. 

● Brought back the Associate Priest (Curate) position and did a fast refresh on the Halsey House. 

 
We were blessed during the year by sustained giving from pledges from you, our membership, 
fundraisers, building tenants, and some noteworthy special gifts as follows: 

● The Dorothy Long Estate  $50,325 

● The Diocese of Oregon   $35,000 

● The Watt Edwards Foundation  $25,000 

 
And a special thanks to all of you who provide in-kind gifts, sweat and tears, and your time and talents 
to support the Grace Community.  Thank you and God bless. 
 

Warm regards,  
Curt Germundson, Treasurer 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  



 16 

 

 
  



 17 

 
  



 18 

 
 



 19 

 
 
 



 20 

 
 



 21 

 
 
 



 22 

 



 23 

 



 24 

 
 
 

  



 25 

Junior Warden Annual Report 
 
A Buildings and Grounds Committee (B&GC) was reestablished at the beginning of the year and 
has met throughout the past year once a month. This committee has been instrumental in 
identifying, organizing, and prioritizing needs for the campus. Several issues have been addressed 
and completed over the past year. Some of these are highlighted below (which will also be 
similarly identified in the B&GC report as well) 
 
Completed 

• Altar platform repair and refinish. 
• Additional safety railing added at Sacristy basement access. 
• Parking lot restriping. 
• Phame house security improvements (code lock and porch security enclosure) 
• Organized Halsey house improvements for Dan Carlson and family. 
• Continued landscaping services. 
• Modified landscaping for increased security. 
• Organized Nursery bathroom remodel. 
• Organized campus work parties in April and October. 
 

Ongoing 
• Roof repairs over Sacristy and Parish Hall. 
• Interior repairs to water damaged walls in Sacristy and Parish Hall. 
• Chapel remodel and stain glass repair. 
• Lighting improvements in Nave for increased controllability and eye comfort. 
• Courtyard lighting improvements. 
• Interior Nave wall repair at water damage – NE corner. 
• Kitchen stove repair/ replacement. 

Respectfully submitted, 
David Waldow 

 
 
 

Safety, Security & Health Committee Report 
 
The catalyst for the formation of the Committee in 2022 was a Diocesan meeting, attended by Deacon 
Elizabeth Klein, to discuss information received from the Department of Homeland Security concerning 
an increase in social media chatter about threats to churches. While there were no specific threats 
directed at Grace Memorial, Deacon Liz believed that a proactive, preventative approach was in the best 
interests of the Grace community. In addition, during the pandemic, the Sullivan’s Gulch neighborhood 
appears to have experienced a rise in the number of people experiencing homelessness and mental 
health crises, raising additional concerns for the safety of the Grace community and our neighbors. 
 
The focus of the Safety, Security & Health Committee is to assess safety and security conditions on the 
Grace campus and make recommendations for improvement consistent with our mission and 
maintaining Grace as a welcoming and supportive environment. During 2022, we launched multiple 
initiatives, including: 
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• A “walk-around” with 
representatives from the City of 
Portland’s Neighborhood 
Security Team to identify 
vulnerabilities and possible 
fixes. A major recommendation 
was to trim back shrubbery that 
could conceal trespassers or 
illegal activities. Thanks to the 
Buildings & Grounds Committee 
for getting this done! 

 
• “The Power of Hello” briefing at 

a State of Grace Meeting, 
offering tips on how to 
respectfully engage unfamiliar 
visitors. 

 
• We have begun development of 

an Emergency Preparedness 
Manual for Grace, based on 
Trinity Cathedral’s Manual. 
Thanks to Sue Jensen and Kevin 
Walsh for their work in pulling 
this together. A briefer 
Emergency Quick Reference 
Guide, with key information and emergency contact numbers, is available and being distributed at 
today’s Annual Meeting. 

 
• De-escalation training: a session was held at Grace on October 26, provided by the City of Portland. 

Deacon Liz and Jeff Ewen have since attended additional training sessions offered by the Portland 
Street Response Team, and we hope to schedule a session for Grace during the spring. 

 
• Communications and coordination: Regular reports at State of Grace meetings, inclusion of Grace 

Institute and PHAME representatives on the Committee (thanks to Sharon Loomis-Malin and Alex 
Geffel), significant input on security aspects of new Sexton position (thanks to Sally Fraser and Sibby 
Tower). 

 
• The Crucifer and Torch Bearers are now seated so as to face the congregation – three more pairs of 

eyes on the back of the nave.  
 
• We did solicit recommendations and bids for improvements or replacements for exterior door locks. 

Given our budget constraints (a preliminary estimate was $12,000/door), this probably won’t be 
feasible. Alternatively, we will focus on improving existing locks and entry controls. 

 
• We have begun the process of establishing priorities for security improvements, in recognition of 

budget and other constraints. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jeff Ewen 
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Building and Grounds 

 

Members:  David Waldow, Sally Fraser, Kevin Walsh, Nancy Entrikin, Martin Elfert, Sharon Loomis-Malin, 
Dave Shelman, Kathleen Shelman 
 

At the last buildings and Grounds meeting we made a list of things we had accomplished in 2022 (and a 
few things from 2021).  The committee thinks these, along with some items that are in process and 
some that are of immediate need, would be good to share in the annual report. 
 

2022 Work Done 
 

1. Re-striped the parking lot with a double coat on paint to hopefully last longer. 

2. Had a campus grounds clean-up day and later removed large bushes that were deemed a safety 
concern. 

3. Put up chain link fencing to enclose the yard of the Halsey house and block the passage between the 
Halsey and PHAME houses. 

4. Replaced the damaged carpeting in the Choir loft. 

5. Installed a “cage” around the stairway to the Sacristy boiler room. 

6. Updated the security cameras 

7. Built a porch barrier around the back door to the PHAME house. 

8. Installed “potty” grills in the building indentions on either side of the Nave door on Weidler. 

9. Had all the gutters on campus cleaned. 

10. Increased door security and made door repairs. 
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11. Supervised fixing up the Halsey house for Dan and his family.* 

12. Refinished the Nave platform. 

13. Power washed the courtyard. 

14. Remodeled the nursery bathroom.* 

15. Installed air conditioning in the Sacristy. 

16. Cleaned all the folding chair cushions in the Parish Hall. 

17. Continued collaboration with safety team to make the campus safe and secure. 

18. Installed new lighting in the courtyard, ongoing. 

19. Pruned and shaped plants in the courtyard and on 17th. 

 

Ongoing Work 
 

1. Repair leak above sacristy (in process) and replace sacristy wall and rug. 

2. Replace Parish Hall roof. 

3. Explore kitchen range options. 

4. Replace damaged floor in the kitchen. 

5. Improve outdoor lighting 

6. Grind stumps left from shrub removal. 

7.  Remove iris behind PHAME and Halsey houses that are infested with thistles, grass and other weeds.  
Replace with tall grass. 

 
* These jobs were complete with the hard work and generosity of Sharon Loomis-Malin and Rick Malin, 
Steve Lovett and Connie Sullivan, Susan and Curt Germundson and Sally Fraser. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy Entrikin 

 

 

 
Altar Guild 

 
In 2022, Altar Guild continued to emerge from pandemic conditions and welcomed new members.  
 
At the beginning of the year, our membership count was low. With limited members and concerns 
around gathering and sharing food, Altar Guild was unable to host a Silver Tea. 
 
Altar Guild responsibilities on a weekly basis entail preparing the sanctuary for Sunday services, setting 
up the items and elements for celebration of the Eucharist, clearing the altar after Sunday services, 
cleaning the vessels and linens, and storing everything appropriately for the next week. We serve the 
two Sunday services, weekly communion in the Chapel, holidays, baptisms, weddings, funerals, and 
memorial services. We also assist with special needs of the clergy. 
 
We are thankful for the continued commitment of Demetria Keck, who primarily serves the 8AM Sunday 
service and the Thursday service in the Chapel. Carol Maroten, Niki Moquist, and Folake Akande also 
continued their commitment to Altar Guild in 2022. We were blessed with new members Cathy Gibson 
and Lisa Westarp in the summer. 
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In September, the co-directresses met with the rector to discuss a transition plan that would install new 
directresses by May 2023. The transition plan involves boosting Altar Guild membership. To that end, 
Father Martin sent invitations to 18 households, calling them to this ministry. We updated the Altar 
Guild Handbook to provide instructions for new and current members. We held a group introduction 
and training session in November, which was very well attended. Some new members signed up to 
serve during Advent and Christmas.  
 
We look forward to involving more new members into this ministry and welcoming new leadership for 
Grace’s Altar Guild in 2023. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy McCusker and Carol Snead 
Co-Directresses 

 
 

Ushers – Ministers of Hospitality 
 
The mission of Grace Memorial Episcopal Church, a parish for all people, is to extend God’s gracious love 
and hospitality to each other and to the community. Ushers participate in the life of Grace, greeting and 
welcoming people to our service, remembering the words of the Gospel, “I was a stranger, and you 
welcomed me.” (Matthew 25:35) Hospitality is a critical component to strengthening our worship 
community. 
 
Ushers greet members and encourage newcomers to share in our service, our fellowship and in the life 
at Grace. This is a designated role of hospitality on Sunday but is shared throughout the Grace 
congregation in all of its activities. 
In addition to welcoming and seating all comers to the service, ushers provide bulletins so all can follow 
and participate in the service. They present the elements of bread and wine, then gather the collection 
and present this offering of the people in the name of the congregation. The ushers help those who wish 
to go forward to participate in the Holy Eucharist which brings us into the presence of Christ and the 
presence of Christ in one another. They arrange for communion in the pew for those unable to come to 
the altar rail. Some simple set up and clean up responsibilities are also included. 
 
Covid has presented new challenges. Many who are part of this ministry are currently unable to serve 
and the numbers of congregants attending is unpredictable. The ministry remains vibrant, however. 
Newcomers are glad to be greeted and welcomed as are regular attenders.  
 
Thanks to those who have stepped forward from the congregation to fill in when we have been short 
handed. 
 
Anyone interested is always welcome to the ministry and can be paired with an experienced usher to 
learn the responsibilities. Written guidelines also provide detailed instructions. If you are interested in 
this ministry or have questions about this ministry, please contact Sally Fraser or Father Martin or leave 
your name and contact information at the office, letting them know you have questions or would like to 
serve. A copy of the guidelines is also available to anyone interested. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Sally Fraser 
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Holy Land Ministry 
 

The Grace Holy Land ministry saw people gather from every Palestinian advocate group to honor Rev. 
Dick Toll as he received the Cotton Fite Award.  Long time advocates and friends gathered, the evening 
was filled with much joy, good stories, and hope for the Palestinians. 
 
The American Friends of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem (AFEDJ) will begin the five week program,  
“Bearing Witness:  A Journey with Holy Land Christians” to be launched this year.  The Holy Land 
Ministries will offer this program during the summer of 2023. 
 
Holy Land Ministries will plan its second pilgrimage, “In the Footsteps of Jesus” traveling to Palestine 
and Israel.  Information forth coming. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 Members of the Holy Land Ministry: Rev. Dick Toll, Deb Pratt, and Jo Bronson 

 

 
Women of Grace 

 
The Women of Grace, WOG, includes all women who attend Grace Memorial Episcopal Church.  We are 
connected to the Oregon Episcopal Church Women, referred to as ECW, and strongly encourage all 
women to attend meetings, like our bazaar evaluation meeting, and become involved in making the 
Women of Grace an active part of the Grace Community.  We continue to pay our annual dues to the 
ECW of Oregon so we can participate in their activities.  The church office will post information about 
ECW events in the e-notes. 

We will hold our annual meeting and bazaar evaluation sometime in February.  Please watch the e-notes 
for the exact date of this meeting.  We scheduled the 2023 bazaar for the first Saturday in December, 
our regular date in case you want to get it on your calendar now. 

The Holiday Bazaar has been WOG’s main source of income since the 1940s.  Again, this year, we 
monitored safety protocols and recommendations of the Church and CDC and by late October decided it 
was safe to hold the in-person bazaar.  We had some returning artists and some new artists which helps 
to keep things fresh.  The food booth sold 49 cases of jams, chutneys, etc.    That is a record!  We also 
sold out of all of our breads and candies and can always use more donations to sell.  The Holiday Bazaar 
and Art Faire made over $4,600.00 this year. 

The money raised at the bazaar is used for church projects and activities.  The Women of Grace also 
makes grants to parish programs and other organizations.  Our budget for this is based on the amount 
raised each year.  These grants are divided into four main designations: Church, Clergy and Parish 
House, Service for Parishioners and Gifts to the Community.  In the past money has been used for 
remodeling the downstairs restroom in the nursery, new blinds in the community hall, painting the 
interior of the Halsey House, scholarships for Grace Art Camp, supplies for the kitchen, and other 
requests. 

Again, we would love to have all women of Grace become members of WOG.  We would also appreciate 
feedback on how we can better serve the needs of all the women of Grace and ideas for new activities 
and fundraisers.  
 

Respectfully submitted by the Leadership Team, 
Susan Germundson, Sharon Loomis-Malin, Connie Sullivan 
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Grace Community Center Gala 
We are grateful to the donors, the bidders and of course the planning and implementation committee 
for the 2022 Grace Gala. Grace community members, your generosity will support raised needed funds 
for the missions of Grace Memorial Church. We want to thank especially tri-chairs Carol Snead and Carol 
Anne Brown.  Thanks in particular to the incredible inimitable emcees, Charlene McGee Kollie and Dan 
Heuvel; Grace Institute partners and guides Sharon Loomis-Malin and Marian Koop-McMahon, and 
without whom we wouldn't be complete, Grace's invaluable Digital Verger, Evelyn Prater. Thank you to 
Sue Jensen and the artists who donated time, treasure, auction items and decorations. It is so fun to see 
the Parish Hall sparkle with happiness and joy. Please let Charles McGee know if you can lend a hand in 
2023! - Kirstin Greene, Tri-Chair 
        Respectfully submitted, 
        Kirstin Greene 

 
Music Ministry at Grace 

I would like to extend a note of gratitude to all in the Grace parish who have so loyally contributed their 
gifts of time, talent, support, and song to our Music Ministry for the Glory of God in our worship services 
and concerts. 
It continued to be an extraordinary year in many ways for Music Ministry at Grace with several 
highlights. 

It was such a relief to finally go back to in-person worship in the sanctuary – and fully support 
our worship services with beautiful music from many centuries, many styles, many voices. 

I am most grateful for the following choir members for their steady and unwavering support in 
contributing to the musical life of our worship:  

Phoebe MacRae, Paula Benjaminson, Jo Ann Fricker, Cameron Denney, Debbie McDuffee, LeRoy 
Patton and Kevin Walsh – who without fail, almost every week, supported our worship services 
throughout the entire season – including the summer, as well. Thank you! 

We welcomed two new students - Choral Scholar singers: Soren Cowell-Shah and Kirin Shah, 
both tenors and their mother Kinnari Shah, alto, at Easter and then again, more permanently, in 
the month of December– who are all now fully a part of the choral program at Grace.  

Beginning in 2023, we also welcome Malcolm Grant, a senior at Catlin Gabel who is helping us to 
rebuild the bass section in the choir. 

We also eagerly welcomed and are very grateful for the musical gifts and talent of Kim Taylor, 
wife and partner of our new curate, the Rev. Dan Carlson. Just so you all know how incredibly 
special she is (!)….here is her write-up – on her website:  
“Originally from sunny South Florida, the emotionally dynamic music of Kim Taylor has appeared in 
numerous films and television series over the years including Smallville, The Unit, One Tree Hill, 
Ghost Whisperer, The L Word, Flashpoint, Cyberbully, Justified, Hawthorne, and Army Wives among 
others. She has toured extensively with Australian artist Kasey Chambers, Canadian songwriter Ron 
Sexsmith, Kentucky’s Ben Sollee, and Ohio’s Over the Rhine and has opened for numerous artists 
including Kris Kristofferson and Grace Potter. In 2013, Taylor co-starred in the Sundance and 
Berlinale selected Matt Porterfield film I Used To Be Darker which garnered much critical success: “ . 
. . a lyrical ballad that is intimate in scale but international in scope.” (The New Yorker)  Taylor’s 
songs receive over a million monthly streams in China and in 2018 she performed at several major 
festivals around the mainland. Her most recent 2019 release and fifth full-length studio album, 
Songs of Instruction, is a 10 song collection of her signature intimate folksy narrative songwriting 
style. Her song “The Hard Way” was used in the 2019 Chinese drama thriller Sheep Without a 
Shepherd, one of the mainland’s highest grossing films.  

Thank you, Kim! – How blessed we are to have you at Grace! 

https://www.newyorker.com/goings-on-about-town/movies/i-used-to-be-darker
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 Other highlights: Music at Grace Concerts & other special music 

In November, we were thrilled to be able to bring back concerts and special events on the Grace 
campus. And a special thanks to the Building & Grounds committee for enhancing the campus 
lighting for evening events to make it a safe campus for people coming to evening concerts. 

November 20 – We celebrated the beautiful donation of a Chickering baby grand piano from 
Terry Sesar with a gorgeous “coffee hour” concert by John Strege, Trinity Cathedral emeritus 
Canon of Music, and Kevin Walsh, Trinity Cathedral emeritus baritone cantor, both members of 
Grace. Terry gave this beautiful Chickering grand piano in loving memory and thanksgiving of her 
parents Billie and Verne Wilson - long-time music lovers, music educators and longtime 
members of Grace. It is such a beautiful and fitting gift for the musical life of the parish! Thank 
you, Terry! 
 
December 4 – We enjoyed a wonderful full brass ensemble concert featuring the Brass 
Syndicate (16 members of the best brass players in Portland) who performed Christmas 
favorites arranged by the amazing brass composer Al Torres. It was fantastic. 

December 11 – Andy D’Antonio (vestry member and an extraordinary Portland piano instructor) 
presented a lovely studio piano concert on the Prudence Edwards Denney memorial Steinway 
piano.  

December 21 – We enjoyed a wonderful concert presented by Joe Powers & Friends. It was 
another fantastic concert featuring world renowned harmonica player, Joe Powers (yes, he has 
played with the Tokyo Symphony on many occasions!), Phoebe MacRae, soprano, Daniel 
Gaynor, jazz piano and other wonderful musicians from Oregon - and the church was full!  

December 18– The pageant was an ever and always amazing production under the direction of 
our rector, Rev. Martin Elfert. 

December 11 & 24 - Special thanks to the small, but mighty core choir that sang a beautiful 
Advent Lessons and Carols Service & the traditional evening Christmas Eve Eucharist along with 
guest musicians, Jonathan Johnson, trumpet; Bruce and Gwyneth Van Buskirk, recorders, and 
Kim Taylor, vocals and guitar. 

 

Thank you all for your wonderful, kind and generous support in the music ministry at Grace. If one 
common thread among our services can be identified, is that the Grace congregation loves to sing God’s 
praises – and for this I am incredibly thankful. We are blessed and carry God’s joy in our hearts with 
our song. 

 
Blessings to each of you, 
Susan Jensen 
Choir Director/Organist 
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Weekday Sack Lunch Ministry 
 

… Freely you have received; freely give. 
Matthew 10:8 

 
For well over 30 years, Grace has regularly distributed food during the week to people coming to us in 
need. Despite interruptions due to the pandemic, parishioners have continued to donate to our Sack 
Lunch Ministry and a few intrepid, devoted volunteers have continued to greet and give food, water, 
socks, toiletries and other essentials to those coming to our door. Recently, two neighbors passing by 
separately, anonymously gave cash donations to our volunteers for the program in thanks for Grace’s 
work maintaining this ministry. 
 
Our volunteers work from 11 AM to 1 PM on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays. Hats off to Gail 
Sutton, Jan Burkholder, Barbara Leighton, Demetria Keck, Jaquelyn Vitittow and Avril Johnson who have 
kept the doors open, made sure lunches and other items are available, rain or shine, in the burning heat 
or freezing cold.  Our prepared sack lunches and water are also handed out randomly to those who 
show up hungry during non-volunteer hours throughout the week and given out by the office staff or 
whoever can help.  Those numbers are not counted but add up.   
 
In 2022 we distributed approximately 694 lunches during regular Sack Lunch hours.  While this is less 
than half of what we distributed pre-covid, the lunches reach a wide variety of people in short or long 
term need, who are as glad for the warm welcome as they are for the food.  About half of the people 
coming for lunches are regulars, visitors who look forward to friendly chats with the volunteers. 
 
Bottled water continues to be sought after and available. Warm, dry socks, an important hygiene item 
year round for people living on the streets, are always in the basket with a high turnover.  Hats and 
gloves also go quickly In the wet and cold.  In 2022, during regular volunteer hours, we gave out over 
604 bottle of water and 176 pairs of socks.  
 
Parishioner donations of food, toiletries and funds make the program possible. Our sack lunches are 
made up of hearty and nutritious, non-perishable items including: pop-top cans of pork and beans, pop-
top soups and stews, tuna and chicken snack boxes, granola bars, fruit and pudding cups, small packets 
of dried fruit and nuts, packets of cookies, crackers and small juice cartons. We strive to include protein, 
fruit, fiber and calcium in each lunch that can be eaten immediately with a fork and napkin included for 
take-away. 
 
Small containers of shampoo, soap, lotion, toothbrushes, toothpaste are welcome donations, 
distributed regularly with the socks, gloves and hats we receive in bulk in addition to hats and scarves 
made by parishioners.  In addition to giving a good meal, offering these items helps keep our guests 
warm, comfortable and clean. 
 
Grateful thanks to those who so generously donate food and items, to those who make up the sack 
lunches, and to those who so faithfully distribute the lunches to people who come to us in need of a 
nutritious lunch and a place of welcome. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sally Fraser and Avril Johnson 
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The Little Free Pantry Ministry 
 

The Little Free Pantry is now in its second year. The pantry, located on the NE corner of the Church 
building and property on NE 17th and NE Weidler, makes a selection of free food available at all times to 
anyone in need. People are welcome to take what they need and to donate what they can. 
 
The success of the experiment has been exciting. Neighbors announced its presence in the 
neighborhood newsletter and invited neighbors to contribute.  Approximately, one third to one half of 
the donations in the pantry continue to be given by neighbors anonymously.  The food disappears 
quickly.  The pantry is restocked from the church and parishioners randomly, sometimes a few times a 
week or less and sometimes more than once a day, as time and supplies permit. 
 
While non-perishable donations are recommended to avoid spoilage, occasional contributions of 
potatoes and apples have gone quickly. Soap, lotion, chap stick, tissues, toothbrushes and toothpaste 
are popular. Surprisingly, when multiples of the same item appear, they often go one-by-one over a 
period of time. We have not posted “do’s and don’ts” but let the donations take the lead on what is 
needed and donated. This has worked well so far.  
 
Cans of all kinds of food are readily taken, as are boxes of cereal, macaroni & cheese, cake mixes, bags 
of nuts, jam, spaghetti sauce, tuna fish, stew, soups, etc. Family and individually sized packaging is 
equally popular.  It is helpful when parishioners put donations directly in the cupboard when it is empty 
or space is available. 
 
Cleaning out the infrequent bits of trash and picking up around the pantry seems to be a shared 
responsibility, although Grace does the lion’s share of this duty. Thanks especially to Kris. The pantry has 
undergone some vandalism although the latest version of the pantry built by Catlin Gable students, 
promises long term endurance. 
 
There are an estimated 4000 houseless people in Portland, for different reasons and from different 
backgrounds. Countless others regularly have to decide between buying food for their family, 
paying  bills or the rent. Many could simply benefit from a kind stranger’s gift left in a church cupboard, 
no questions asked. A few will abuse the generosity or are unwell and may damage the cupboard or 
food. Nevertheless, the neighborhood has spontaneously joined us in this successful venture of 
anonymously serving one another and watching the project be generally treated with respect and 
gladness by receivers and donors alike. 
        Respectfully submitted, 
        Sally Fraser    

 

Daughters of the King 
 

Let me begin with the purpose of the DOK.  Ours is an order of prayer and service.  We pray for any and 
all who ask.  We are described by the national church as the right hands of our parish.  One of our main 
contributions at Grace is the handling of our mailings.  We print, collate, stuff and mail all the things that 
come from Grace to your mailbox. 
 
Our meetings are open to all who are interested.  We are now providing hybrid meetings on  Saturday 
mornings at 10:30.  We stream live via Zoom and meet at Grace for those who wish to.  Sometimes 
it's just nice to get out of the house.  So if you are interested, send us an email at demetriak@grace-
memorial.org and we will send you a link to the meeting.  We are working to become more inclusive to 
women who do not have childcare or the means to get to church but still wish to enjoy a gathering of 
friends. 

mailto:demetriak@grace-memorial.org
mailto:demetriak@grace-memorial.org
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Our year began with the hope for the end of the pandemic.  It ended with our annual breakfast at 
Denny's! 
 

During the year, we studied the book of Mark and witnessed the passing of our beloved Joy Finley. It 
was definitely a year of ups and downs.  
 

For 2023, we are taking on a big challenge.  We will be reading the bible in a year.  We will also resume 
our group outings to events as weather permits.  We are planning a trip to the Oregon Garden for sure. 
 

We are excited and hope you might join us! 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jessica Jones 
 

Grace Campus Usage 
2022 has been an exciting year for Grace as a whole. As I transitioned from part-time office 
assistant/sexton to Parish Manager, I have seen many changes and improvements. I have grown to 
know and adore many parishioners in a short period of time  
 
Our campus is reawakening. Many renters and groups have resumed in-person meetings including 
several 12 Step Programs, St. Mary’s Guild, Daughters of the King, The Men’s Group, Together Women 
Rise, and Coffee Hour. 
 
Grace Art Camp continues to thrive as well as PHAME, Universal Taekwondo, the Sack Lunch Program, 
The Little Free Pantry, and Tai Chi.  
 
We are currently beginning a contract with The Portland Revels who will meet at Grace weekly for 
rehearsals. We have had an increase in concerts, book clubs, and committees. Currently, we are 
interviewing for the Campus Steward (Sexton) position to support safety, cleanliness, and security as we 
inevitably broaden our reach to the community. Thanks to the many who have helped with the hiring 
process: Martin Elfert, Sharon Loomis-Malin, Jeff Ewen, Sibby Tower, and Sally Fraser.  
 

For the upcoming year we will put some additional business processes in place for added clarity and 
communication. Minutes for every committee will be available on our website. Policies and procedures 
are being created, and a foundation for growth is being planned. 
 
A huge thanks to Curt Germundson, Kevin Walsh, and Lisa Freedman for their support and coaching.  
 
Thanks to Susan Jensen for going above and beyond by creating beautiful bulletins, flyers, and cards 
throughout the entire year.  
 
Thanks to the Buildings and Grounds Committee and the Security Committee for beautifying, repairing, 
and securing the campus for all of us. 
 
Thanks to Jackie Thomas, Demetria Keck, Dan Heuvel, and Avril Johnson for everything you do in the 
office and beyond. 
 

And thank you to Fr Martin for creating a positive and vibrant culture in the office for Jackie, Demetria, 
and myself.  I’m honored to be on this team.  
 

Thanks to all of the Grace parishioners for your patience and assistance as I continue to discover 
everything that this job requires. I appreciate your continued support as we grow together in new year.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kris Doty, Parish Manager 
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Grace Memorial Episcopal Church Foundation 

 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Curt Germundson 
Sally Fraser 
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Grace Institute’s Annual Report 
Our 25th Anniversary Year 

 
 
 

We kicked off our anniversary year with a Gala Celebration event complete with music, catered food, 
and celebratory beverages. Our volunteer event team created fabulous Image Boards for each of our 25 
years of Grace Art Camp. One of our founders, Fr. Stephen Schneider, presented a look-back at our 
history and the formation of Grace Art Camp. Thank you to our generous donors that evening and 
special thanks to our glass artist Nancy Entrikin, who created the commemorative donor gifts for this 
special event! 

We added two key staff members in 2022: Assistant Camp Director Amy Gray (promoted to Camp 
Director this past fall), and Ashley Klump, Registrar, Operations & Social Media Manager who 
overlapped this fall as Mariann Koop-McMahon retired in late October. We honored Mariann’s 15 years 
of service with an elegant and fabulous high tea retirement coffee hour! We hope you were able to 
attend that lovely event.  

Overview of Grace Institute’s Programs 

Spring Break Camp–held on the first three days of Portland Public Schools’ annual spring break, the 
theme of renewal is often the focus of the story and inspiration for the art projects. About 85-90 
campers (ages 5-12) immerse themselves in six different art studios in rotation: fused & mosaic glass, 
theatre, visual arts, fibre arts, stop motion animation, and paper arts/illustration. We have a seasonal 
teaching and support team of about 35 artists and high school/college age counselors. 

Grace Art Camp–our signature program held in the summer months of mid-June through mid-August, 
encompasses 11 visual and performing art studios immersed in the culture of a specific country or 
region of the world. This past summer’s cultural/regional theme were the countries of North Africa 
bordering the Mediterranean: Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, and Egypt. Our featured guest artists this 
entire summer included Algerian dancer/musician and culture keeper Amel Tafsout along with weekly 
mid-day assembly performances and music studio guests Nat & Lamiae of the Moroccan band Seffarine. 
It was such a fun summer! Our theme for this coming summer 2023 is India and we are very excited 
about immersing ourselves in the numerous and diverse cultures of this amazing country. 

Grace Art Camp serves 1,200 campers ages 4-12, and the seasonal hiring includes ~80 staff members of 
professional teaching artists, high school & college-age counselors. In addition, we have a robust youth 
volunteer and training program which encompasses 40+ counselors-in-training (CITs ages 14-15). Our 
scholarship outreach program is featured in the detailed table on the next page. 

Mini Camps—we currently are offering two mini 3-day camps this coming summer—one just after July 
4th and the second mid-August. These smaller, rotational studio camps provide a nice alternative for 
families on a smaller tuition budget while providing an authentic Art Camp experience in a quieter 
setting. 

Winter Peace Camp—held annually for three days before the Christmas holidays during PPS’s winter 
break. This peace themed camp features six studios in rotation on our main campus and including our 
Glass Studio. This past winter camp we were blessed with a stellar counselor crew of mostly college-age 
counselors and fabulous teaching artists. It was an idyllic and peaceful camp. 
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Seasonal Classes—we had our largest offering of classes for youth and adults during the first three 
weekends in December. Classes included the ever-popular fused glass ornaments, snowscapes, and 
cookie plate making; plus, fibre gnomes, printmaking on tea towels, Gelli printed lanterns, icy dying, and 
pyrography. 

Art of Recycling Festival—held on the second Sunday in November celebrated recycling and reusing 
with storytelling, music, fun re-use of supplies with four different art projects with our professional 
teaching artist team. Over 80 kids and families joined in this fun (and free) community outreach project. 
Ridwell joined us for their second year and offered collections of all of their general bin pickup items. 

Scholarship Program–The Scholarship Reserve Fund is generously supported by several foundations and 
entities, and individual donors like yourself. Thank you very much for your ongoing support. We strive 
for a 10%+ scholarship award goal of all camp participants. Below is a chart of eight years of comparison 
details. 
 

 
 

Huge thanks to the Board of Directors, Advisory Team, and 25th Anniversary Committee for all of their 
time, guidance, talent, and support. The 2022 Grace Institute Board Officers and Members are:    
Evelyn Prater (President), Alysson Enriquez (Secretary), Leslie Mills (Treasurer), Jan Burkholder, Rev. 
Martin Elfert, Cathy Gibson, Peyton Snead, Charles McGee (Vestry Liaison), Robert Randall (Artists’ 
Representative). 
 
Advisory Team: Susan Germundson, former Board member and retired PPS teacher; and 
   Habiba Addo, professional storyteller and long-time Art Camp artist 
 
25th Anniversary Committee: Jude Cornwell, Susan Germundson, Jodi Lovett, Lisa Remillard, and Kelley 
Wong 
 

updated: 9/11/2022

Grace Art Camp Tuition $385 $375 $375 $345 $335 $295 $285 $285

2022 2021 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014

Summer Scholarship Income Sources
Camps for Kids Scholarship Funding 1,540$         2,125$         

Episcopal Church Women (ECW) scholarships 1,155$         1,000$         750$            690$             670$           530$          500$              550$          

GMEC Foundation (matched WNM fund in 2021) 12,500$      16,300$      17,600$        12,500$     8,000$      7,000$          6,000$      

Juan Young Trust 10,000$      

Kaiser Foundation matching funds 131$             100$           150$          125$              65$            

Kate Bennison Fund 3,850$         3,750$         3,750$         3,450$          3,350$        

Other Individuals (Reserves included for 2014-18) 3,360$         3,213$          3,402$        170$          600$              2,400$      

Parent Donations w/ registration (2022 incl WNM funds too) 8,575$         600$            2,597$         1,550$          1,963$        1,770$      1,905$          2,005$      

Scholarship Reserve Fund (incl 2020 indiv'l & GMEC Fndtn grant funds) 22,148$      4,111$         

Windemere Foundation 2,500$         

Total Foundations & Other Sources 37,620$      32,123$      30,868$      26,634$       21,985$     10,620$    10,130$       11,020$    

    WNM = Where Needed Most fund

Scholarships Awarded
Summer Camp Agency Partners/Title 1 Schools 2022 2021 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014

Agency/Schools Scholarships Subtotal** 46 30 29 19 23 3 3 4

All other need-based scholarships awarded 71 77 69 61 48 34 34 41

Total Scholarships 117 107 98 80 71 37 37 45

Total GAC Summer Camp enrollees 1193 1100 1207 1204 1207 1204 1253 1254

% Enrolled with scholarship 9.8% 9.7% 8.1% 6.6% 5.9% 3.1% 3.0% 3.6%

Full scholarships 102 88 71 48 43 24 24 16

Partial scholarships 15 19 27 32 28 13 13 29

Full GAC scholarships as % of Total 87% 82% 72% 60% 61% 65% 65% 36%

**We made 68 full scholarship offers through 12 local agencies, partners, Title 1 schools, and 5 ODHS offices in 2022; six entities responded.

Grace Art Camp 2014-2022 Scholarship Comparison Report

includes 3-Day summer camp
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For more information on our DEI practices, bios of our newest team members, and all of our 
programming details not covered in this brief report, please visit our website at www.grace-
institute.org. 
 

With deep appreciation,  

 
Sharon Loomis-Malin, Executive Director 

Plus, the dedicated year-round (part-time) team: 
            Amy Gray, Camp Director        Ashley Klump, Registrar, Operations & Social Media Manager 
Annie Rimmer-Weeks, Business Manager  Kelley Wong, Development Director 
 

Submitted: January 17, 2023 

 
 

 
 
 

Board Members 
 

Grace Memorial Episcopal Church Vestry: 
Kevin Walsh (2026), Co-Senior Warden,  
Charles A. McGee II Co-Senior Warden  
David Waldow (2025), Junior Warden 
Curt Germundson, Treasurer   
Alicia Lehrle, Clerk 
Keri Beck (2025) 
Roosevelt Carter (2026) 
Myra Clark (2024) 
Andrew D’Antonio (2024) 
Sally Fraser (2025) 
Yetunde Laniran (2026) 
Bindhu Newell (2024) 
Calvin Richardson (2025) 
Stephen Weeks (2024) 
Jennifer Yeast (2026) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grace Institute: 

Evelyn Prater, President  
Alysson Enriquez, Secretary  
Leslie Mills, Treasurer  
Cathy Gibson  
Jan Burkholder 
The Rev. Martin Elfert, ex-officio  
Robert Randall, Artists’ Representative  
Charles McGee, Vestry Liaison  
Peyton Snead 
 
Foundation Trustees: 
Curt Germundson, President and Treasurer 
Sally Fraser, Secretary 
Warren Burkholder 
Deb Pratt 
Barbara Brecht 
The Rev. Martin Elfert, ex officio 
Yetunde Laniran 

http://www.grace-institute.org/
http://www.grace-institute.org/
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