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WELCOME TO GRACE! 

Whether you have worshiped here for years or are visiting our Episcopal Church in person or online for the first 
time, we are glad you are with us! We invite all to enter fully into worship and to explore the variety of 
wonderful learning, small group, and service opportunities that are part of our life together at Grace. 

We invite all to enter fully into worship and to explore the variety of wonderful learning, small group, and 
service opportunities that are part of our life together at Grace. If you so wish, please fill out a card and give it 
to an usher or clergy person or let us know in the Youtube chat that you are here.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE & 

MISSION 

Grace Memorial Episcopal Church, 
following in the way of Jesus, seeks  
to effect transformational change  
in individuals, in our Portland 
neighborhoods, and in other 
communities near and far.  To do this 
we will engage our spiritual, human, 
and financial resources in creative 
partnerships with people and 
organizations to further God’s work in 
our world.  

We recognize, celebrate, and give 
thanks for the many diverse gifts of 
God among us. We welcome persons 
of every race, language, age, gender 
identity, sexual orientation, physical 
and mental ability, national origin, 
immigration status, and economic 
level. We hold that discrimination is 
incompatible with the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. We affirm all relationships 
founded on the principles of God's 
love and justice. 

We are a community of people with 
and without disabilities. Those who 
need to vocalize or move during the 
service are welcome to do so. 

Children are welcome and expected 
throughout the service. 

COVID PROTOCOLS 

There are high-quality (MERV-13) 
filters  
in Grace’s HVAC system. Grace 
strongly encourages vaccination. We 
support the choice to wear a mask. 

 

2023 

 

The THIRD Sunday After  

The epiphany 

✧ 

 

The Fourth Sunday After  

The epiphany 

✧ 

 

The Fifth Sunday After  

The epiphany 

✧ 

The SIXth Sunday After  

The epiphany 

✧ 

 

The Last Sunday After  

The epiphany 

✧ 

 

Ash Wednesday 

✧ 

 
* 
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❖ The Third Sunday After the Epiphany ❖ 

8:00 Am ❖ HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I 

OPENING SENTENCES 

The Collect of the Day 

FIRST READING  

PSALM27:1, 5-13   

SECOND READING  

THE HOLY GOSPEL  

SERMON 

                             THE NICENE CREED                                       

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                                              

THE PEACE  

Holy eucharistic Prayer I 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

MINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

THE BLESSING 

THE DISMISSAL 

  ❖  
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❖ The Third Sunday After the Epiphany ❖ 
10:00 Am ❖ HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II 

 

❖ THE ENTRANCE RITE ❖ 

PRELUDE ❖ Allemande               J. S. Bach 

WELCOME ❖                                                                

OPENING HYMN 522 ❖ Glorious things of thee are spoken 

 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/
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OPENING ACCLAMATION ❖                                                                                               BCP pg. 355 

Presider Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 

People  Glory to God for ever and ever.  

 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY ❖ 

Presider 

and People 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets  

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  

that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through  

Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Canticle 11, S-223 ❖ Arise, shine, for your light has come 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY ❖         BCP pg. 215 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Let us pray. 

Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to all 

people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world may perceive the glory of 

his marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  

for ever and ever.  

 

People  Amen. 

 

❖ Proclamation of the Word ❖ 

 
FIRST READING ❖ Isaiah 9:1-4 

Lector  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM  ❖ 27: 1, 5-13                                                          BCP pg. 617 
Antiphon is sung once by the Choir, repeated by All. 
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SECOND READING ❖ 1Corinthians 1:10-18 

Lector  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN 661 ❖ They cast their nets in Galilee                    vv. 1& 2 before the Gospel; 3 & 4 after 

 

 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL ❖ Matthew 4:12-23 
 

 

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

  
Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

SERMON ❖                       The Reverend Doctor Liz Klein 

A time of silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
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THE NICENE CREED ❖                                                                            from Enriching Our Worship I, pg. 53 

People  We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ❖           

The Leader and People pray responsively 

Deacon As we join one another in the Prayers of the People, please add your prayer concerns out loud. If 

you are online, post your prayers of intercession into the YouTube chat, and I will read them out 

loud.  God of light, thank you for the birth and baptism of Jesus. Help us boldly confess Jesus as 

Lord and Savior. 

People  In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Intercessor For all people in their daily life and work; 

People For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

Intercessor For this community, the nation, and the world; 

People For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

Intercessor For the just and proper use of your creation; 

People  For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

 

Intercessor For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

People  For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
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Intercessor For Michael Curry, our Presiding Bishop, and Diana Akiyama, our Bishop and for all bishops and 

those who minister.  For our companion parish Trinity Cathedral in Monrovia, Liberia. For 

Shirley Banks and Matt Haines, as they discern possible calls to ordained ministry. 
People For all who serve God in the Church. 

Intercessor For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially those on our prayer list: Anita 

Zeno, Auset, Bill Gallup, Bob Leverenz and Melanie Marcus, Bob Zimmer, Buddy Jones, Caden 

Teddleton, Carla Carlson, Carla and Misty Taylor, Daniel, Darryl and Katharine Holland, Dusty, 

Dylan, Erin, Elisi and George, George, Greg Gabriel, Haley, Hannah Miller, Helen, Jack,  James 

Meade, Janie, Jeanann Francis, Jim, Jim Moss, Jimmy Hughes, Joanna Bailey, Jonanna Calleton, 

Kate, Laura Hull, Lee Ann Snyder, Lexie, Liz Gautier, Louise, Lucinda, Neal Burton, Phyllis O., 

Rachel Sanborn, Ric Menegat, Ricardo, Rob, Rosco, Rusty, Sara, Susan, Tina, Trip Clark, and for 

those whose needs are known to God alone. 

The People may add their own petitions 

Intercessor Hear us, Lord.  

People For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

The People may add their own thanksgivings 

Intercessor We will exalt you, O God our King; 

People And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

Intercessor We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. We pray 

especially for Lisa Hansler, Duane Denney, Gail Parker, Sandy, Charis Barasch, Chuck Mason, 

Alexis Carina Ruiz-Garcia, Joe Taylor, Anne North, Joy Finley, Eileen Anderson, Fred Jackson, 

Pete Nelson, James Taintor, Frank Elfert, Carol Mcgruder, and Shirley Loomis. 

The People may add their own petitions 

Intercessor Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

People Who put their trust in you. 

Intercessor Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, and all the saints, may the light of 

Christ fill our hearts with love and healing so we can share the good news with the world. 

People Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION ❖                                           BCP pg. 360 
Most merciful God,  

we confess that we have sinned against you  

in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done,  

and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  

have mercy on us and forgive us;  

that we may delight in your will,  

and walk in your ways,  

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Presider  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,  

  strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 

in eternal life. Amen.



THE PEACE ❖ 

 

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

The People greet one another in the name of Christ. 

❖ Celebration of the Eucharist ❖

 

THE OFFERING ❖ 

Representatives of the congregation bring the people's offerings to the Altar. 

At the Offertory, we return thanks for God’s many blessings in our lives, and we invite you to give 

generously. You may give an offering in the plate or by visiting our online link at www.grace-

memorial.org. 
 

 

OFFERTORY Anthem ❖ Far away, what splendour comes this way?                 Provençal traditional carol  

 

Far away, what splendour comes this way?  

Far away, what splendour comes this way?  

The wind is waving many coloured banners;  

Far away, what splendour comes this way?  

I see a cavalcade in fine array.  

O rich and fair are the robes they wear,  

and bright gold gleams on the harness of the 

camels;  

O rich and fair are the robes they wear,  

And on their turbans glitter jewels rare.  

Kings, all three, such splendid men must be,  

for each is brilliant as a golden sunrise;  

Kings, all three, such splendid men must be,  

who on white stallions ride a King to see.  

They all obey Him who leads by day,  

But every night by a star they have been 

guided,  

They all obey Him who leads by day;  

His long white beard is seen from far away.  

Now I hear the sound of music clear:  

a page is singing with a voice of silver:  

Now I hear the sound of music clear;  

Such singing never heard I far or near.  

O tell me why, In a stable nigh,  

They stoop so low to a baby in a manger?  

O tell me why, In a stable nigh,  

They worship Him who on a cross will die? 

 

                                     
Mary Barham Johnson (1895-1996); attrib. Jean-Baptiste Lully (1632-87); arr. by Georges Bizet (1838-75); adapted Hugh Keyte & Andrew Parrott 

 

 

PRESENTATION HYMN ❖              Hymnal 124, verse 5 

 

To God the Father, heavenly Light, 

To Christ, revealed in earthly night,  

To God the Holy Ghost we raise  

Our equal and unceasing praise. 

 

http://www.grace-memorial.org./
http://www.grace-memorial.org./
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GREAT THANKSGIVING ❖                                         Eucharistic Prayer B, Rite II, BCP pg. 367 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Presider It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be 

born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh 

of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and 

receive power to become your children. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all  

the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

 

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS ❖                                          The St. James Christmas Service 

 
 

Presider 

God 

Presider 

Presider 



14                                                                               

Presider We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 

us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 

prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 

sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.  

In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness,  

out of death into life.  

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 

given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,  

"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 

you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."  

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,   

 

 

 
Presider 

and People 
We remember his death,  

We proclaim his resurrection,  

We await his coming in glory;  
 

 

Presider And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy 

Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of 

the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through 

him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 

under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may 

enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 

firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

 

 

 

 

Presider As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER ❖                               BCP pg. 364, S-149 

 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD ❖ 

FRACTION ANTHEM ❖  
 

Presider  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  

People   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

Presider The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

COMMUNION ❖   
 

If you know the brokenness of life, then you have participated in the broken body of Christ, and you are 

invited to share in the breaking of bread. If you desire to know the love of God that overcomes apathy, 

alienation, and despair, then you are invited to share in the cup of the new covenant. The bread is received in 

the open palm. It is usual Anglican practice to drink the wine from the common cup. Intinction (i.e., the 

practice of dipping the bread into the chalice) is not permitted. If you prefer to receive a blessing, please 

cross your arms over your chest.  

The bread is gluten-free at the 10am service. 

Healing prayers are available by the icon in the right transept during communion.  

You may ask for prayers for yourself or someone else. 
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COMMUNION MUSIC ❖  

 

COMMUNION HYMN 497 ❖ How brightly shines the morning star 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER ❖                                      BCP pg. 365 

 
Presider 

And People 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual 

food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the 

Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us 

out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful 

witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor 

and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING ❖ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & THANKSGIVINGS ❖ 

THANKSGIVING HYMN, WLP 824 ❖ God grant them many years 
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CLOSING HYMN 594 ❖ God of grace and God of glory 

 
 

                                         

DISMISSAL ❖ 
 

Presider 

People 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
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POSTLUDE ❖ Toccata          Bernardo Pasquini 

 

 

Bulletin images are printed with permission: © 1994, Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, art by Steve Erspamer, SM. 
All music is printed with permission: Reprinted under OneLicense.net  # A-706733. 

All music used with permission by St. James Music Press, license No. #5267 

 

 

 SERVING US TODAY 

 
8:00 Am 

 

 PresideR The Reverend Martin Elfert 

 PREACHER The Reverend Doctor Liz Klein 

 Deacon The Reverend Doctor Liz Klein 
 LectorS Rachel Bliss, Jim Chasse 

 Intercessor Demetria Keck 

 SacristanS Members of the Altar Guild 

 Healing Ministry Reverend Doctor Corbet Clark, Myra Clark 
 Flower Ministry Jo Bronson 

 
10:00 Am 

 PresideR The Reverend Martin Elfert 

 PREACHER The Reverend Doctor Liz Klein 

 Deacon The Reverend Doctor Liz Klein 

 LectorS Jeff Ewen, James Smith 
 Intercessor Yetunde Laniran 

 Crucifer & Acolytes Jeff Ewen, Sam Schifferdecker, Kate Gawf, 
Matt Haines, Charles A. McGee II 

 SacristanS Carol Snead, Suzy, August and Dylan Jeffreys,  
Gillian Weisgram and Wolf 

 Ushers The Usher Guild, Sally Fraser 
 Guest OrganisT  

& Choir Director 

Robert Hansler 

 Healing Ministry Reverend Doctor Corbet Clark, Myra Clark 
 Flower Ministry Jo Bronson 

 

❖ ❖ ❖ 
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❖GRACE MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH❖ 
 

Clergy SERVICE TIMES & LOCATIONS 
The Right Reverend Doctor Diana Akiyama – Bishop Sundays 

The Reverend Martin Elfert – Rector 8:00 am - Holy Eucharist Rite I - Spoken Service 
The Reverend Doctor Corbet Clark – Associate Priest 10:00 am - Choral Eucharist Rite II* (hybrid) 
The Rev. Canon Doctor Richard Toll – Associate Priest  

The Reverend Doctor Liz Klein – Deacon Weekdays 
The Reverend Dan Carlson – Curate Thursdays 9:30 am – Holy Eucharist 

in the Parish Chapel 
  

Parish Staff PARISH OFFICE 
Parish Manager – Kris Doty 1535 NE 17th Avenue 

Office Assistant & Bookkeeper – Jackie Thomas www.grace-memorial.org 
Office Volunteer – Demetria Keck Phone: 503-287-0418 

Organist / Choir Director – Susan J. Jensen  

  

Vestry CLERGY OFFICE HOURS 
Charles A. McGee II, Co-Senior Warden (Vestry Chair); Reverend Martin Elfert 

Kevin Walsh (2023), Co-Senior Warden (Rector’s Advisor); 9:30am – 11:30 am on Wednesdays 
David Waldow (2025) Junior Warden; 2:00pm – 4:00pm on Thursdays 

Alicia Lehrle, Clerk; Curt Germundson, Treasurer;  
Keri Beck (2025); Roosevelt Carter (2023); Reverend Dr. Liz Klein 

Andrew D’Antonio (2024); Sally Fraser (2025); 11:00am – 1:00pm on Thursdays 

Sammi Harvey (2024); Bindhu Newell (2024); 
Holly Puckett (2023); Calvin Richardson (2025) 

 

 

❖ ❖ ❖ 

Grace Events, News, & Notes 
 

Budget Meeting after Church TODAY!  In anticipation of the Annual Meeting of the Parish, we will review 
Grace's draft 2023 budget after the 10:00 am service in the Sanctuary. All are welcome! 

The Annual Meeting is NEXT Sunday, January 29! After the 10am service in the Parish Hall at the Annual 
Meeting we will: 

• Elect members to the Vestry of the Parish. 
• Honor retiring Vestry members. 
• Bestow the Angeline Berry Award for outstanding service to the Grace community and the Hale 

McMahon Award for exceptional service to the wider community. 
Please join us as we review the year gone by and look to where God may be calling Grace Memorial in 2023 and 
beyond. 
 

Check out the new Grace In Action Webpage – on our website at www.grace-memorial.org 
for lots of helpful updates on projects, opportunities and updates at Grace – including the Chapel Renovation, 
the work of the Vestry, Vestry bios, Vestry meeting minutes, work on the Safety & Security team, Episcopal 
Peace Fellowship, the newly formed page for Race & Reconciliation, and many others! 
 

  

https://wp.me/P77ZpG-3rY
http://www.grace-memorial.org/
https://wp.me/P77ZpG-3rY
https://grace-memorial.org/vestry/
https://wp.me/P77ZpG-3hI
https://wp.me/P77ZpG-3rz
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Wednesday Formation & Compline continue at 6pm & 8pm! 
Our weekly adult formation on Zoom continues at 6pm exploring our journey through the Catechism in the 
Prayer Book. The Catechism is “a point of departure for the teacher” (BCP 844), framing basic Christian teaching 
in a simple Q&A format which invites dialogue and curiosity. If you missed the first part of this Prayer Book 
journey, don’t worry—each of these gatherings is completely accessible to newcomers! 

Topics to be explored over the next few weeks include Prayer, Sacraments, Baptism, Eucharist, and much more. 
We’re digging into the heart of the Christian tradition (and of the Episcopal approach to that tradition!).  
Join us for conversation, teaching, and community. 

Formation will run from 6-8pm. At 8pm, formation participants may choose to log off or stay online to pray 
Compline with the Grace community, as led by Deacon Liz. 
 

 
Circle of Grace: Prayer embraces everyone! – Don’t forget to pick up a card or two! 
Circle of Grace is a program offered by Grace Memorial, wherein each person in the parish will have the 
opportunity to pray for another parishioner throughout the coming year. 

Beginning on Sunday, January 8, Circle of Grace cards will be available; each card will have on it the name of a 
member of the Grace Memorial parish family. People of all ages are encouraged to take a card.  
Circle of Grace is an especially wonderful way for young people to learn about the power of prayer. 

Your task, as a Circle of Grace participant, is simply to remember the name (or names if you take multiple cards) 
in your prayers throughout the coming year. Next year, you may write a note to those for whom you have 
prayed and let them know they have been remembered.  

 
 

Giving Statements 
Thank you to our members who generously donated to Grace last year so we can continue with our services to 
the community. 
 
Giving statements for the year 2022 were emailed out on Tuesday, January 17th. If you would prefer a hard copy 
mailed to you, please contact the office at 503.287.0418. 
 

 

 

Grace Memorial Vestry  

Are You Called to Serve on Grace's Vestry or to Represent Our Parish at Diocesan Convention? 
For more information, check out the Vestry webpage  

 

 

 

  

https://grace-memorial.org/are-you-called-to-serve-on-graces-vestry/
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Grace in Action:  
Race and Reconciliation at Grace Memorial Episcopal Church - Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Klein
The Rev. Ernestein Flemister preached on Sunday January 8, 2023 at Grace Memorial, as we celebrated the 
Baptism of our Lord. She referred to our baptismal vows in the Book of Common Prayer (BCP) and especially the 
last 2 questions on page 305 in the BCP. “Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 
yourself?”  “Will you strive for justice and peace among all people and respect the dignity of every human 
being?” She made the point that our response is “I will, with God’s help.” She also made the point that we do 
this work as a community, with God’s help. We must be open and honest and see the world through the eyes of 
Christ. We are God’s hands and feet and voice in the world. She advised us that this is hard, challenging work 
that we need to do together, as a community, over time. It was a wonderful sermon and I encourage everyone 
to watch it online: 1st Sunday after Epiphany: Sermon by The Reverend Ernestein Flemister 

As we begin this new year, there are many opportunities for us to grow and learn more about race and 
reconciliation. We are developing a Race and Reconciliation Team, collecting books on dismantling racism and 
social justice and will be advising on opportunities to take Sacred Ground. Let us keep this conversation going. 
Let us each find ways to live out our baptismal vows and strive for justice and peace and respect the dignity of 
every human being. 

Additional links for learning: The Absalom Jones Episcopal Center for Racial Healing: 
https://www.centerforracialhealing.org/ 
Sacred Ground (A film-based Dialogue Series of Race & Faith) https://www.episcopalchurch.org/sacred-ground/ 
 
 

 

Calendar 

Check out the Online Calendar 
https://grace-memorial.org/campus-calendar/ 

which includes regularly scheduled services, meetings and our Building Partner events:  
Vestry, Sack Lunch Ministry, Christian Formation, Compline, Altar Guild, Building & Grounds, PHAME,  

Al-Anon, GA, Tai Chi, Universal TKD, and others 
 

Sunday, January 22 @ 11:30am 
Wednesday, January 25   

Wednesday, January 25 @ 6pm 
Sunday, January 29 @ 11:30am 

Grace Annual Meeting  
Music Makes Community 
Grace Formation Class 
Grace Budget Meeting 
 

 
 

  

https://grace-memorial.org/grace-in-action/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lsZVu23Pym8
https://www.centerforracialhealing.org/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/sacred-ground/
https://grace-memorial.org/campus-calendar/
https://www.musicthatmakescommunity.org/lenten_worship_planning_with_paul_vasile_2023
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Today is Religious Life Sunday – as affirmed last year by the 80th Episcopal General Convention  
[Episcopal News Service] Monastic orders and Christian communities are commonly referred to as one of the 
best kept secrets in The Episcopal Church. “I think a lot of people have no idea that we have monks and nuns 
that live in monasteries, as well as brothers and sisters that are part of our dedicated religious communities,” 
Franklin Kline, a member of the Anglican Order of Preachers, told Episcopal News Service. The deep spirituality 
of these communities was affirmed last year by the 80th General Convention and is celebrated on Jan. 22, the 
third Sunday after Epiphany, when Episcopalians across the church mark Religious Life Sunday for the first time.  

 
 

Published by the Office of Formation of The Episcopal Church, 815 Second Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10017 
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January 22, 2023 – Epiphany 3 (A) 
Religious Life Sunday 
 
Are you seeking to deepen your relationship with God and to center your life on Jesus Christ? Are you longing for 
companionship along the way? Episcopalians living under vows (monks, nuns, sisters, brothers, friars) provide 
guidance, community, and resources for the sacred journey. We invite you to celebrate Religious Life Sunday and to 
learn more about the spiritual support that we offer.  
 
What is “Religious Life Sunday”? 
The General Convention of The Episcopal Church approved resolution 2022-B004, “Foundation of Religious Life 
Sunday,” to be held each year on the 3rd Sunday of Epiphany. This Sunday focuses efforts to tell all Episcopalians 
that residential monastic and dispersed Christian communities exist, who we are, and how to connect with us.  
 
What are the “religious” communities in The Episcopal Church? 
Religious communities in The Episcopal Church include monastic communities, whose members live together 
under a rule of life and under vows such as poverty, chastity, and obedience. “Religious life” also includes dispersed 
Christian communities whose members are from all walks of life, who have jobs, who live in their own homes, 
some with families, and who live under religious vows.  
 
What can religious life do for me and for my faith journey? 
We have developed traditions and practices that assist in developing spiritual growth and discernment. We teach 
about prayer practices, lead retreats, give spiritual direction, assist in writing and living a rule of life, give 
presentations about the spiritual journey, and provide spiritual friendship. Many of our monastic communities offer 
hospitality for short visits or longer retreats. Religiouslifesunday.org includes resources, a video, a list of speakers, and 
much more.  
 
You may perceive a call to a deeper commitment with one community, as an associate or oblate. Such commitments 
begin with discernment and preparation, followed by a formal service of commitment. Associates and oblates pray 
for the members of the community, as we also pray for them, and may offer financial support, commit to a rule of 
life, and attend retreats. You or someone you know may be experiencing a call to join a community; we welcome 
the opportunity to discern with you.  
 
How can I connect with an Episcopal religious community? 
Residential monastic communities: caroa.net.  
Dispersed Christian communities: naecc.net.  
More resources: religiouslifesunday.org. 
 
Collect For Monastic Orders and Vocations 
O Lord Jesus Christ, you became poor for our sake, that we might be made rich through your  poverty: Guide and 
sanctify, we pray, those whom you call to follow you under the vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience, that by 
their prayer and service they may enrich your Church, and by their life and worship may glorify your Name; for you 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2023/01/05/religious-life-sunday-to-shine-spotlight-on-episcopal-communities-monastic-orders/
https://www.vbinder.net/resolutions/280/original_text?house=HD&lang=en
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/pressreleases/religious-life-sunday-to-be-observed-jan-22-the-3rd-sunday-of-epiphany/

